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Floresville,

Dare to say no. To refuse to do a
bad thing, is to do a good one.—
George Herbert.

2.

the people rejoice, but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.'
A S E R M O N BY B I S H O P S T A N F O R D .
Is it not wise,.therefore, that we look
Text: James iv. 8. Draw nigh to a little more closely into the moral
condition of things about us ? What
God, and he will draw nigh to you.
"To the Mayor and citizens of is the state of our religious life?
Harrisburg, Greeting:—As may have Have we got as tender and responsive
been noticed in the program, the sub- a civic conscience as we ought to
ject of this sermon was given as have? In all our recent talk about a
'The Infallible Remedy.' The first 'new Harrisburg,' with her newly
question is: What is the disease? If paved streets, her improved sewerage,
there be no disease, then we need no her filtered water, the extension of
remedy. If there be a disease, then her park system, her remarkable
what is its nature? Is it a disease of building boom, her increase in the
the body, or is it a disease of the soul ? value of real estate, her increased
If it be either, then which is the most manufacturing interests and her fine
dangerous and destructive, and hence new capitol building, why do we not
the most to be dreaded? Let the in- talk more about that one thing of all
fallible word of God answer: 'For others which has heretofore made us
what shall it profit a man, if he shall a great people—Christianity? Along
gain the whole world, and lose his with our temporal improvements, can
own soul ?' Of what avail is .nation- we truthfully say that the real religal wealth and prosperity, where there ious life of our city is correspondis a sad laxity of civic conscience? ingly improving? If not, then to
What is it, after all, that makes a city what terrible goal are we drifting?
or a nation great and mighty? Is it It is Christianity that makes a citizenin her numbers and wealth, or is it in ship whose votes can not be bought
her sterling character? We have just with money. It is Christianity that
had a great lesson on this point in the saves our dear boys and girls, upon
late issue between Russia and Japan. whose formative character our city
That is a lesson we should never for- must depend for her future greatness.
"We all know what became of the
get. It takes more than mere temhouse
which was 'built upon the
poral prosperity to constitute a great
sand.'
If we would be truly great
people. Is it not a matter of history,
we
must
build upon sturdy, fundathat more nations have been ruined
mental
character;
and it is Christiby temporal prosperity than by adanity
alone
which
can give birth to
versity? Numerous instances of this
such
character.
If
our city is to
kind might easily be cited. Thus it
have
a
great
future,
and
if we would
is, that the natural tendency of earthbe
a
great
people,
we
must
fashion our
ly riches and earthly greatness, is tolives,
and
the
lives
of
our
children,
ward religious apathy and forgetfulafter
the
sinless,
spotless,
peerless,
ness of God. In such a case, may it
faultless
life
of
the
Man
of
Calvary.
not even be said in truth that tempoAs
we
view
the
situation,
therefore,
ral prosperity is a weakness? After
death Lazarus fared better than the of all the needs of our city, Harris'rich man.' Say therefore what you burg's greatest need is a closer walk
will about our city's growth and fi- with God.
nancial prosperity, unless we are corHARRISBURG'S NEED.
respondingly 'growing in.grace' and
true godliness, we are after all going
While we talk so much about mabackward instead of forward. We terial prosperity, and the physical
must never forget that a people's growth of our beautiful city, we have
godlessness is their greatest weak- need to talk much more about our
ness. We should never forget that immaterial prosperity, and the spirit'righteousness exalteth a nation; but ual growth of our city. The formsin is a reproach to any people.' er without the latter means more sin
'When the righteous are in authority,
(Continued on page 3.)
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EDITORIAL.
Brother Keefer, whose articles on
"Doing the Commandments," were
recently published in the VISITOR,
feels that A Scripture Inquirer's criticism was rather severe, and he
thinks the critic did not fully understand his meaning, and if they could
have a friendly talk they might
understand each other better. Brother
Keefer wishes to say by way of explaining what he means by baptism
having two sides or gates meaning
holiness and unholiness—a right way
and a wrong way. He says, "Supposing I would have my children baptized by sprinkling believing that to
be the right way, though contrary to
God's word, would that not be an act
of unholiness? Yet many
pass
through this gate only to find themselves deceived in the end. Now,
suppose I am baptized in God's way—
follow him—would that not be an act
of holiness?"
"I do not claim that salvation comes
through baptism. Without the baptism of the Holy Ghost all is lost. If
the brother will go out into the
churches where they believe in sprinkling, and inquire he will find that I
am near the truth. Thev believe that
baptism is only an ordinance, and
some will sav it makes no difference
how we are baptized or whether we
are baptized at all. I believe baptism
is an ordinance, and much more than
an ordinance. Paul says, 'Know you
not that so manv of us as were baptized were bantized into his death,'
that we should rise to walk in newness of life through the operation of
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the Spirit. Now this means something more than an ordinance. If
baptism leads us into a life of newness, is it not a gate of holiness? It
seems to me that baptism is the great
seal that binds us to God, or the
ushering out of the old life of sin into
the divine life of Christ. Furthermore I would say, the Savior said
plainly that we must be born of water
and of the Spirit—two births. Surely any one that is baptized by immersion is born of water: it cannot be
otherwise so far as I can see. The
water nowhere represents the word.
Nowhere in God's word, can I find
that water represents the word, or the
word represent the water. Jesus, at
the well of Samaria speaks of water,
but he means the Spirit that the woman should receive. Again he says,
Whosoever believes on me as the
Scripture has said out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water. This
spake he of the Spirit that they that
believe should receive. So we see
that the word represents the Spirit
and not water." The remainder of
brother Keefer's letter is not relevant
to the matter under consideration, so
we omit it. W e give room for this
explanation from brother Keefer, but
as the question is in no way settled
by it, and the critic might be ready to
further criticise, we will consider the
matter closed.
Bishop Stanford, whose sermon we
print in this issue, is the editor of
T H E EVANGELICAL of this city, the
official organ of the United Evangelical Church. We print the sermon in
compliance with the request of several
of our subscribers. It was preached
as a part of the religious program of
"Old Home Week" early in October.
While it was meant especially for
Harrisburg, there is no doubt but its
earnest plea for "A closer walk with
God" makes it applicable for other
towns and cities besides Harrisburg.
The bishop might have added to his
list of demoralizing agencies. H e
mentions gambling tables, pleasure
parks, liquor saloons, and theaters.
What he says as to the evil which
these produce is true. But we think
if the matter were really investigated
it would be found that as a means of
corrupting the young boys and starting them towards the saloon and
gambling table, etc., the tobacco store
would be found an important factor.
Any person who will keep his eves
open can see that these shops, with
their pool-table attachment, are frequented largely bv boys who have not
yet attained their majority. The
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habits thus formed makes it pretty
sure that they will 'drift into the maw
of the other places named by t h e
bishop. Another most dangerous institution, dangerous to the wellbeing
of society in all its phases and bearings, civil and religious, is the Secret
Lodge system. Its work is done in
secret, but its operations are farreaching. Criminals find it to their
advantage to belong to the secret fraternity. Their chances for acquittalare greatly improved by such connection. A.case in point which is in t h e
public eye at present, is that of a rich
Philadelphian, known as "Handsome
Harry," who was arrested in Calgary, Canada. He is wanted in
Philadelphia for being connected with
some crookedness, but the papers
stated that through his "fraternal" associations he is enabled to fight arrest
and extradition; also, that through
these "fraternal" associations a youngwoman—a brunette—with whom he
was much in company since at that
place, his family being in the East,
was enabled to get employment. An
institution that helps criminals to escape the punishment due to their
crimes is certainly a most dangerous
one. Read the sermon through. It
is good reading. But let us not stay
by the reading, but come in such an
attitude that we may indeed have a
"Nearness to God," laying aside
every weight and the easily besetting
sin and run perseveringly the race set
before us, looking to Jesus the Author and Finisher of EAITH.
From our latest information we
learn that brother J. R. Zook is laboring at the Bertie M. H. near Stevensville, Ont-. His labors there had been
interrupted by being called home on
account of the death of sister Zook's
father, brother Jacob George. From
here brother Zook expects to go t o
the Forks' Road M. H., Wainfleet,
Ont. Elder J. N. Engle is yet laboring in Southern Ohio, and, we learn,
expects to come East to visit some
near relatives in Pennsylvania. Elder
John Smith is engaged in special
meetings at Silverdale, Pa. The report is that there is a good attendance
and fair interest. Special meetings
were commenced at Hummelstown,
Pa., on January 7, and also at Epler's
M. H. Brother S. G. Engle, of Philadelphia, is conducting the meetings at
Hummelstown, and brother and sister
J. H. Myers are laboring at the last
named place. Brother Enos Hess
and wife are yet in Northern Ohio,
while brother and sister Zook, evangelists, are pushing the work at Abf-
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lene, Kans. May the Lord bless these
efforts in so far as they are wrought
in him, to his own glory and to the
saving of precious souls.
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Closer Walk With God.
(Continued from page I.)

with a terrible condition that must
either be conquered, or it will be sure
in the not distant future to conquer
us. We must either find a sure and
complete, remedy, or sooner or later
be compelled to acknowledge our now
glorious Republic a sad failure. On
this deceptive rock in the sea of life
many of the nations of past centuries
have long since stranded and gone
down, and there are still others on the
same track. It is well indeed that we
take warning before it is too late.
Without religious fervency and consequent moral back-bone, our very
wealth in this beautiful land, might
yet turn out to be our greatest weakness. Do you ask me for a remedy?
In my text to-night, all boiled down
into three words: 'Nearness to God,'
we have a 'cure-all' which never fails.
For such a condition

and godlessness, and less religion and
righteousness. This in turn means
Sister Mary Stover, who for two less conscience and worse morals, and
years was one of the workers at the consequently more looseness and
Messiah Home Orphanage, has re- more crime. All this means municimoved to Philadelphia, her former pal corruption and consequent domeshome. Some one will be needed to tic hardship and trouble. This is not
take her place in the institution, and the way to advance the interests of a
she is also missed in church service city, and point her goal toward real
and Sunday-school in both of which greatness. What we need most is
more real Christianity mixed with
she was a faithful worker. She also
our material progress. It takes the
was led especially to visit among the
service of God to impart a fundapoor which she did faithfully and was
mental conscience. We. do not have
blessed in the work. May the Lord
enough of our people in our churches
bless her much and use her in her new
to hear the Word of God. While
home for his glory.
some of our churches are often half
empty, the gambling tables, the pleasThe workers at the .Buffalo Misure parks, the liquor saloons and the
sion, 25 Hawley street, visit the jails
theatres are full and running over.
and prisons, and find that they can do
Our religious pulse, as a city, beats
IT IS A N 'INFALLIBLE REMEDY.'
good by distributing literature. They
much too slowly and too weakly.
'Only a few years ago God sent
can use to advantage such illustrated
With many other cities and commuthose
words down to this great counpapers as The Christian, The Chris- nities all over this land at this time,
try
through
the dying lips of the now
tian Herald, The Ram's Horn,- etc., we are sharing a sort of spiritual delamented
McKinley.
Perhaps he
etc. Any of our readers having such pression and apathy which bodes no
could
not
have
sent
them
to us in a
papers will confer a favor if they send good for our future. It is this sad
more
impressive
way.:
At
that time,
them to Geo. Whisler. If there is a lack of the Christ-life in the souls of
of
all
other
times
in
our
national
hislarge lot to be sent it would be cheap- men, that is at last cropping out in a
tory,
we
greatly
needed
just
that
kind
est to send by freight. In any case shameless system of graft in insurof medicine. We need it yet. Harprepay the charges.
ance and business circles, in municirisburg needs it. Much as we may
pal and political management to such
need
more commercial enterprise, and
We are offering the best line of
an extent as to shock the sober sense
more
temporal improvement, we need
Red Letter Combination Bibles, both
of the whole country. The small
still
more,
a closer walk with God.
Teachers' Bibles and Family Bibles,
thieves are quickly hunted down and
'Nearness
to
God' is an infallible
and Testaments, at reduced prices.
thrown into jail, while the big thieves
'cure-all'
for
all
our weaknesses and
Recently we filled several orders for
are allowed to walk unmolested along
troubles.
We
make
no exception.
the $5.20 Bible at $3, with thumb Inour streets, as the honored leaders of
In
these
days
we
have
numberless
dex $3.50, and would be glad to have
men. But of all the instances of
nostrums
on
the
medical
market
many more orders to fill. Sample circivic corruption and moral turpitude
which
are
flauntingly
represented
as
culars sent on application.
that have come to light in late years,
great 'cure-alls' for nearly every disthat of the utterly reckless prostituBoth November and December fell tion of the sacred ballot, is the most ease to which humanity is subject,
behind the same months of last year degrading and debasing to American while the. real fact is, that nine-tenths
in the amount received for subscrip- citizenship. When men's consciences of them have but very little merit in
tions, renewals and new, but the first can be sold and bought on the street them. We also in these davs have
part of January is making such a for a few dollars, in order to put bad many merely human prescriptions for
good showing that we hope the month men into places of public trust, it is the ailments and dangerous condiwill more than make up what the high time to stop for a while and tions of society, nearly all of which
are but futile attempts to find or proothers fell behind.
think, that we may see to what terrivide an effective remedy. But in
ble goal we are' fast drifting.
those almost immortal words: 'NearA letter from Henry and Anna
er my God, to Thee,' we have a never
"It is indeed all important that we
Angeney, Calcutta, India, brings the
failing cure. This is truly an 'infalliinformation that they withdraw from soon find an effective remedy for
ble remedy.' It matters not where
the church "on account of Revelations such a condition. With such a prosyour trouble or affliction comes from,
xviii. 4." They say they returned pect ahead, unless a remedy be speedor how terrible or severe it may be,
what money was sent to them spe- ily found, in spite of all our boasted
this remedy, if persistently applied,
material prosperity, we are neverthecially, to brother A. L. Musser.
will • surely meet the case. The
less on the way to disintegration and
'Great Physician' never yet lost a sinWe learn that brother J. M. Sheetz certain disaster, instead of to future
cere patient. 'Nearness to God' easand wife are visiting and laboring in greatness. This is no pessimistic
ily adjusts itself to all the weaknesses
special meetings in Clay county, howl or groan in the face of fancied
and sad experiences of human life.
Kansas. Also that the brethren David danger, but a simple statement of
It comes to the disaopointed heart in
Brechbill and M. G. Engle made a self-evident truth, and which can not
the time of betrayal and discouragemission visit to Missouri, where they be successfully contradicted or disment, and whispers sweet peace and
counted. We are thus face to face
found a needy field.

EVANGELICAL
love into his ears. • It offers to him a
friendship that 'never leaves nor forsakes.' It offers to him a warm
heart that nevergrows cold. 'Nearness
to God' comes to a man in «the time
of misfortune, and helps him to begin
anew at the lower round of the ladder. It comes to him like some sweet
angel of mercy, in the time of sore
affliction, and either lifts him from
his bed, or calms his spirit for the approaching ordeal of death. It steps
with him into the chilling stream, and
sets his feet softly down on the dustless streets of the New Jerusalem.
'Nearness to God' lights down upon
the care-worn face like some white
dove of peace, smoothes out its premature wrinkles, and covers it over
once more with the flush of youth.
Tt walks with the heavy-hearted
mourner into the valley of conviction
and penitence, and speaks peace to the
troubled soul. It enters the heart
and home of the drunkard, cures his
raging appetite for rum, and then
turns about and throws a bunch of
sunshine into the faces of his wife
and children. It lifts the black veil
of sorrow from off the faces of those
who still mourn the departure of
their loved ones, and cheers them
with the bright hope of another meeting in that beautiful land where there
is no death. It enters the dry and
tasteless church service, and breathes
into it a new life and a fresh inspiration. It bravely walks out on the unfailing promises of God, and thereby
becomes a mighty power to move the
hearts of men. It steps with the
preacher into his pulpit, fires his
tongue with the fearless word of
truth, and enables him to sweep like
a mighty torrent over all opposition.
This great 'cure-all' meets every possible want or weakness of the human
heart, and starts it on again on its
upward way rejoicing. It will heal
all the ills of society, and surround us
with a sweet and healthful atmosphere. It will purify the political
arena, and lubricate the wheels of
government. Nearness to God is the
greatest need of our now fast growing city. This would tell more for
her greatness in days to come, than
all other things put together. Then
let us all join once more in that grand
old song 'Nearer, my God, to Thee.'
THE

NECESSARY

REMEDY.

"This remedy necessary to individual safety.
The gospel addresses itself to us as
individuals. You know we are too
apt to think of the word of God as
applied to our neighbors, or to the
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masses. Each one tries to think of
himself as being exempt from its
demands. We are continually trying
to shift responsibility. But we should
ever remember that in the coming
judgment this matter will become
strictly personal. In that awful day
every man will have to submit to a
very strict examination. For the
great day of his wrath is come; and
who shall be able to stand? No man
will ever get through heaven's gate
without his passport. As surely as
God lives and warns us through his
precious word, we are all fast coming
face to face with that great crisis.
For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in
his body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad.
That day will be beyond the day of
remedies. There will be no mercy
extended in the day of judgment.
That will be strictly a day for justice.
Then the sooner we all face this truth
the better. Now is the time to make
the gospel personal. Thank God, we
are in the land where wrongs may be
made right. We are still on the
mercy side of death. Then it would
seem that the only wise thing to do
is to take Paul's advice: 'Examine
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith.'
The wise merchant takes an inventory of stock at least once a year, to
see how he stands. How about
your Christian stock? How long
since you have taken an inventory?
Do you remember how David did this
at one time. 'Search me, O God, and
know my heart: try me, and know
my thoughts: and see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in
the way everlasting.' How about
your faith in God and his word?
Have you a title to a mansion in the
skies? If so, can you read it? Is it
clear? Are you sure the devil has no
mortgage on your soul? And how
about your works? You know faith
and works go together. Are you a
worker in God's vineyard? Do you
practice religion, as well as profess it?
Are you in all things living uprightly ?
Do you deal squarely with mankind ?
Are you interested in the salvation of
your fellowmen? If so, do you manifest it? And how about your private
life? Would you be ashamed to
have a searchlight turned on it?
Are you raising a family? Do you
have family devotion around your
fireside? Do you read your Bible
daily? Do you obey it? Are you setting a godly example before others?
Do you go to prayer-meeting? Do
you take part in it when you do go?
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Do you have domestic peace in your
home? Now put yourself through
some such examination as this, and if
you find yourself defective, then remember the only 'infallible remedy.'
'Nearness to God' will wash out every
stain, and correct all defects. What
we need is 'fellowship with Jesus.'
If either your head or your heart
aches, just lean it over on the 'Everlasting Arms.' If you are in any way
down-hearted or discouraged, or if
you are under sore temptation, just
go to the great 'Physician,' for he
never yet lot a case. Bless his name.
T H I S REMEDY IS NECESSARY EOR THE
DISCHARGE OE OUR WORK.

"In spite of all our municipal improvements and material prosperity,
we have personal slackness and moral
looseness all around us. There are
many pitfalls of iniquity in our beautiful city. The devil has set many
snares for our children, and he is
catching poor victims every day.
Harrisburg is full of sinners, and
God expects his church to go out and
rescue them. To do this is a great
work. It is too much for mere human
strength. A cold-hearted Christian
stands utterly helpless before such a
task. This is why Paul so earnestly
exhorted the Ephesian Christians to
'put on the whole armor of God.' If
a soldier expects to do good execution, he must first be equipped for the
battle. In this great fight against sin
it takes Divine power to conquer.
This we can only get by coming into
close touch with God. To even
preach the gospel effectually, divine
power is needed. Whenever the
street car in some way loses connection with the 'power house,' it immediately stops. It is just so with the
Christian. If he would do effective
work, he must keep in touch with
God. There is no drawing power like
that of the Man of Calvary. 'And I,
if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me.' As the blazing sun in the heavens, by its centripetal attraction holds its planets in
their orbits, so it requires the great
'Sun of Righteousness' to hold us
steadily on our upward way. In the
light of all these considerations, the
greatest need of Harrisburg to-day, is
a 'closer walk with God.' This is our
'infallible remedy.' This is the only
right pathway to true greatness.
Then let us all, in the words of the
text, 'Draw nigh to God.' What we
need is very close proximity. We
need to get near enough to insure victoryon thefield of battle; near enough
to give up light in the midst of dark-
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ness; near enough to keep us calm in
the midst of storm; near enough to
taste the sweetness of his breath and
behold the matchless beauty of his
face; near enough to feel the ceaseless
throb of his loving heart, and catch
the glow of his lovely spirit; near
enough to cross the valley of death
without a tremor; yes, near enough to
swing wide open the beautiful gate of
heaven to- the triumphant tread of our
hallowed feet."
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M y Precious Bible.

Like a star of the morning in its Beauty,
Like a sun is the Bible to my soul;
Shining clear on the way of love and duty,
As I hasten on my journey to the goal.
Chorus.
Holy Bible! my precious Bible!
Gift of God and lamp of life.
My beautiful Bible!
I will cling to the dear, old Holy Bible,
As I hasten to the city of the King.
T i s a Light in the wilderness of sorrow,
And a Lamp on the weary pilgrim way,
And it guides to the bright eternal morning,
Shining more and more unto the perfect
day.

Some blunders, to name them thus
mildly, are eternal blunders. They
can never be corrected, or their evil
results overcome. One of these is the
the voice of a Friend forever near me,
habit of parents talking before their 'Tis
In the toil and the battle here below,
children of the sins of the church. As I walk thro' the valley it will cheer me,
Till the story of his kingdom I shall
An incident of this character came
know.
under our notice some time ago.
A lady just reclaimed from a cold, It shall stand in its beauty and its glory,
When the earth and the heavens pass
lukewarm state, with an anxious
away,
heart, said to her pastor: "Help me Ever telling the blessed, wondrous story
Of the loving Lord, the only living way.
with my son, I am so anxious about
—Selected.
him. He is drifting into skepticism,
VISITOR.
and is becoming more and more re- For the EVANGELICAL
1
Abiding
i
n
Christ.
bellious. He will not go to church.
Please talk to him." The pastor reFrom John xv., "I am the true vine,
plied sadly, but truthfully: "Sister, I and my Father is the husbandman,"
wish I had a hope that I could do him etc. It is not my intention to say
some good; he does not like me. I just where this discourse took place,
have no access to his heart, he does as there is a difference of opinion
not like me nor this church. You among different writers as to where,
have talked away all our influence, in and why; but it is probable that it
your home, by criticism before him was spoken while they were going
and your house. I am sorry that it from the paschal supper to the Mount
looks hopeless for me to do anything. of Olives.
You might do him some good by
Jesus intended by this comparison
confessing your fault to him. Then
to teach all his followers a lesson that
I will try to help you." She had
in the absence of his person would enshut the church door against him in
courage them. They would be united
her carnality. How sad that parents
in spirit and could receive encourageshould cause the loss of their own
ment and comfort from him. When
children by a cruel habit of criticising
Jesus says that he is the true vine,
the minister, the church or particular
perhaps allusion is had to Jer. ii. 21.
members of the church. While we
The word here is used in the sense of
are not to justify "the wicked" anyreal, genuine. He really and truly
where, there are times and places
gives what is emblematically reprewhere "covering a transgression" is
sented by a vine. The point of the
right and wise. But in our reckless
comparison, or the meaning of the
habit of criticizing we often "condemn
figure is this: A vine yields proper
the just." Such members of churches
juice and nourishment to all the
not only do much harm to the church
branches, whether these be large or
and to their own children, but they
small. All the nourishment of each
"are an abomination to the Lord."
branch and tendril passes through the
The salvation of the children is one
main stalk, or the vine that springs
of the heaviest responsibilities "parents
from the earth. "So Jesus is the
must bear. Beware of your conduct
source of all real strength and grace
and your conversation, as they have
to all his disciples. He is their leader
in them the power of life or death.—
and teacher, and imparts to them
Selected by P. J. Wiebe.
grace and strength as they need, to
bear the fruits of holiness.
This issue will reach our readers a
few days later than usual. The delav is caused bv a break down at the
printing establishment.

"Mv Father is the husbandman
Cvinedresser). It means one who has
the care of a vinevard. whose office it
is to nurture, trim and defend the

vine, and who, of course, feels a deep
interest in its growth and welfare.
(Matt. xxi. 33.) This means that
God gave, or appointed his Son to be,
the source of blessing to man; that all
grace descends through him, and that
God takes care of all the branches of
the vine—that is, of all who are by
faith united to the Lord Jesus Christ.
In Jesus and all his church he feels
the deepest interest, and it is an object of great solicitude with him that
his church should receive these blessings and bear much fruit.
. "EVERY BRANCH

IN

ME,

ETC."

Every one that is a true follower of
me, that is united to me by faith, and
that truly derives grace and strength
from me as the branch does from the
vine. The word branch means all the
boughs and the smallest tendrils that
shoot out from the parent stalk.
Jesus here says that he sustains the
same relation to his disciples that a
parent stalk does to the branches. It
is a union formed in believing on him;
resulting from our feeling our dependence on him. and our need of
him; and from embracing him as our
Savior, Redeemer and Friend, we become united to him in all our interests
and have common feelings, common
desires and a common destiny with
him. We seek the same objects; are
willing to encounter the same trials,
contempt, persecution and want, and
are desirous that his God shall be
ours and his eternal abode ours. It is
a union of friendship, of love, and of
dependence; a union of weakness
with strength; of imperfection with,
perfection; of a dying nature with a
living Savior; of a lost sinner with
an unchanging Friend and Redeemer.
It is the most tender and interesting
of all relations, but not more mysterious or more physical than the union
of parent and child, of husband and
wife (Eph. v. 23) or friend and
friend.
"EVERY BRANCH IN ME THAT BEARETH NOT FRUIT HE TAKETH AWAY."

As the vinedresser will remove all
branches that are dead, or that bear
no fruit, so will God take from his
church all professed Christians who
give no evidence, by their lives, that
they are truly united to the Lord
Jesus. God removes such in various
ways. By suffering them to fall into
temptation; by persecution and tribulation ; by the deceitfulness of riches,
and by the cares of the world. (Matt,
xiii. 21, 22). By suffering the man to
be placed in such circumstances as
Judas, Achan, and Ananias were:
such as to show what they were to
bring their character fairly out and
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to let it be seen that they had no true
love to God.
"EVERY BRANCH
FRUIT, ETC." That

THAT

BEARETH

is, all true Christians ; for all such bear fruit. To bear
fruit is to show by our lives that we
are under the influence of the religion
of Christ; and that that religion produces in us its appropriate effects
(Gal. v. 22, 23, Matt. vii. 16-20.) It
is also to live so as to be useful to others. As a vineyard is worthless unless it bears fruit that may promote
the happiness or subsistence of man so
the Christian principle would be
worthless unless Christians should
live so that others may be made holy
and happy by their example and labors, and so that the world may be
brought to the cross of the Savior.
He purgeth or prunes or cleanses it
by pruning.
God purifies all true Christians so
that they may be more useful. He
takes away that which hinders their
usefulness ; teaches them ; makes them
more pure in motive and in life. This
he does by the influence of his Spirit
in sanctifying them; purifying their
motives; teaching them the beauty of
holiness and inducing them to devote
themselves more to him. He does it
by taking away what opposes their
usefulness, however much they may be
attached to it, or however painful to
part with it—as a vinedresser will often feel himself compelled to lop off
a branch that is large, apparently thrifty, and handsome, but which bears no
fruit, but shades or injures those
which do. So God often takes away
the property of his people, their children or other idols.
He removes the objects which bind
their affections and which render
them inactive. He takes away the
things around man, as he did the valued gourds of Jonah (Jonah iv. 5-1 i.)
So that he may feel his dependence,
and live more to the honor of God,
and bring forth more proof of humble
active piety.
"Now Y E ARE CLEAN THROUGH
THE WORD."
They had been under

a process of purifying by his instructions all the time he had been with
them. He had removed their erroneous notions of the Messiah; he had
gradually reclaimed them from their
fond and foolish views respecting
earthly honors ; he had taught them to
be willing to forsake all things, and
he had so trained and disciplined them
that immediately after his death they
would be ready to go and bear fruit
among all nations to the honor of his
name. In addition to this Judas had
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been removed from their number, and
they were now all true followers of the
Savior (John xiii. 10, 11.) Clean
through the word—by the teaching of
Jesus while he had been with them.
"ABIDE

IN M E . "

Remain united

to me by a living faith. Live a life of
dependence on me, and obey my doctrines, imitate my example and constantly exercise faith in me. "And I
in you." That is, if you remain attached to me, I will remain with you,
and will teach, guide, and comfort
you. This he proceeds to illustrate by
a reference to the vine. If the branch
should be cut off, it would die and be
fruitless. As long as it is in the vine,
the parent stalk imparts its juices
and furnishes a constant circulation of
sap adapted to the growth and fruitfulness of the branch. So our piety,
if we should be separate from Christ,
or if we cease to feel our union to him
and dependence on him, withers and
droops. While we are united to him
by a living faith, strength flows from
him to us, and we receive help as we
need. Piety then, manifested in good
works, in love and self denial, as easy
and unconstrained, and as lovely, as
the vine covered with
fruitful
branches, is useful and enticing.
I could write much on these lines,
but my article is getting long.^ Will
say in conclusion: Dear reader, are
you abiding in Christ, and he in you?
Jesus says in verse 7, "If ye abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you."
S. MARKXEY.

Abilene, Kans.
Aided by Barnes'

Notes.

A Boy's Prayer.
DOES YOUR BOY FEEL T H A T

WAY?

A little boy, who had been punished for an exhibition of ugliness, was
sent to bed with instructions to pray
that he might be a better boy in the
future, and that his temper might be
reformed. His mother stole to the
door of his room to make sure that
her commands were carried out, and
this is the prayer that she heard: "Oh,
Lord, please take away my bad
temper, and while you are about it,
please take mother's too."—SundaySchools at Work.
Not until the earth shall cease to
yield its harvest for the support of
human life will the Book cease to be
available for the maintenance of
spiritual life and for the attainment
of man's highest welfare.—E. Gilman,
D. D.
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Christmas.

Dear brethren and sisters and readers of the VISITOR: This is Christmas day. I would like to write a few
thoughts for the VISITOR as they have
presented themselves to-day. I must
say, first of all, this is the most happy
Christmas day of all my life. The
Savior seems so precious to my soul
to-day. This morning as I began to
meditate on what Christmas really
means to us, my soul was filled with
joy, and I also saw how the world has
been making great preparation to
celebrate Christmas, and yet how few
really realize in spirit and truth what
Christmas means.
The brethren and sisters here at
Wainfleet met for worship as has been
the custom in the past. The Spirit of
Christ was in our midst and we could
say it was good for us to meet together. God says, "them that honor
me I will honor." The prophet, in our
last Sunday-school lesson, was looking by faith to the time when Christ
should be born into the world. He
says, "Unto us a Child is born, unto
us a Son is given; his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father,
the Prince of Peace." This was prophesied over seven hundred years before Christ came. But the time came
when the child was born, and, while
many were made to rejoice because of
his birth, many were not pleased but
were filled with wrath, were ready to
destroy him.
To-day many thousands are celebrating this day and in their hearts
and lives are saying, Away with this
Jesus, we will not have him as our
king, will not have him as our
Counselor and Prince of Peace.
And the angels that announced his
birth to the shepherds said with the
heavenly host, "Glory to God in the
highest and on earth peace, good will
toward men." The birth of Christ into the world, his life, here among
men and his death on the cross means
so much to us, our tongues cannot
express, our minds cannot grasp it.
Well, dear reader, how have you
kept this day? We read in Matt. ii.
11, "And when the wise men from
the East saw him they worshiped
him, and when they had opened their
treasures they presented unto him
gifts." In this, our day, there are a
great many gifts presented from one
to the other, some very costly. No
doubt if we knew the figures many
hundreds of dollars have been spent,
but I was wondering to-day how much
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-will Jesus get. Notice the word, they get in the same channel. James says,
"Pure religion, and undefiled before
;gave to Jesus, not to one another.
I fear many have been very careful God and the Father is this, to visit the
t o select presents for their friends and fatherless and widows in their afflicrelatives, brothers, sisters, uncles, tion and to keep himself unspotted
aunts and cousins, but forgot Jesus. from the world."
LAPAYBTTE SHOAI/TS.
H e should come first.
Forks
Road,
Ont.
Well, how can we present gifts to
Jesus to-day ? In many ways. When
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.
he was born in Bethlehem only a few
Another Partial Answer.
had the blessed privilege, but to-day
all have the privilege in every nation.
In the December 1, 1905, issue of
Jesus said he would say to those on the VISITOR, the editor says that a
the right hand, "I was an hungered question arises in his mind why so
and ye gave me meat; I was naked many Christian people are not memand ye clothed me. They shall say bers of the church of which their
when did we do this, Lord? In as parents were faithful members. We
much as ye did it to the least of these, might well ask ourselves this quesye did it unto me." Are there not tion, when here in our community
many poor about us who need help? there are so few of the brethren's chilI believe one way to give to Jesus dren come to our church, and very
would be to look about us. Perhaps few others also. Well, I believe in
some of the Lord's dear children have this community it is chiefly because
hardly enough clothing to get to meet- the Brethren are too strict in the form •
ing. If not in our own neighborhood, of dress. There are many converted
somewhere. This would be a good people around here; many belong to
time to make garments and stockings other churches, and many are truly
and buy shoes for them. How it converted and don't belong to any
would cheer their hearts, and instead church at all. They have laid aside
of spending so much money for that all gold and unnecessary things which
which brings no real true happiness .the Bible forbids, and, as a dear one
to any one, we could give special of- said to me, if she would go to wearing
ferings to our dear missionaries, the garb that she would have to wear
since they have left all for Jesus— if she wanted to join the church, it
friends, home and many comforts would seem like "putting on of apwhich we enjoy. Let us deny our- parel." It is sometimes said, where
would it end if there was no line
selves so as to make them happy.
drawn ?
And again, in our day it seems to
Well, I tell you if young people are
be the custom to make Christmas a
saved
and sanctified, and there are
<3ay of great feasting. A great
good
meetings,
and prayer-meetings,
amount of money is spent to prepare
you
will
have
no
trouble. If they
for costly dinners. Some give as
have
Jesus
enthroned
in their hearts
much as four or five dollars for a
there
is
no
room
for
pride,
and they
single turkey, besides other things.
will
not
want
to
decorate
their
bodies
Well, brother or sister, if you made a
with
the
vanities
of
the
world.
The
dinner who did you invite? Turn
trouble
is,
if
they
have
this
forrn
of
with me to Luke xiv. 12, 13, "Jesus
dress
all
right—that
is
about
the
chief
said to the Pharisee that bade him,
when thou makest a dinner or supper thing that is looked upon—and it
call not thy friends nor thy brethren, sometimes happens that some do join
•neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich the church and don't just in all points
neighbors; lest they also bid thee have the form just exactly right. No
again, and a recompense be made matter how spiritual they are, and
thee. But when thou makest a feast, how much good they may do, they are
call the poor, the maimed, the lame, slandered and found fault with, that
the blind." Notice what he says in they are often driven away from the
the next verse. "And thou shalt be church; and if not, they are looked
blessed, for they cannot recompense down on, and hindered in many ways,
thee, for thou shalt be recompensed while others who are just right in
at the resurrection of the just." Dear their dress, if they hardly ever go to a
reader, did you have such a Christ- prayer-meeting, and if they do go
mas dinner? If you did, God will hardly ever have a testimony, never
bless you. Or did you do like the go to Sunday-school or teachers'
world? Oh, what a difference be- meeting, and, in fact, might say take
tween the narrow way and the broad no interest in anything that would
way. The world gets things back- make the church interesting to young
wards and we must be careful not to people, they are the ones who are con-

sidered, or consider themselves to be
the right people.
I've adopted this form of dress for
a long time, and never intend to wear
anything else, not because I was led
of the Lord, or found it in the Bible,
but wanted to join this church; and
then too it was as good a way to dress
as any other. But you can't compel
young people to adopt dress that was
the style of a century ago, when they
can wear something that is just as
plain and more comfortable. You
can compel them to wear it if they
join the church, but you can't get
them into the church.
It is indeed sad when a church is
without young people, and 'that is the
case in many of the churches around
here. I know these things are not
believed by many, but facts are stubborn things, and what we see with
our eyes we can't help but believe.
Your sister, interested in the salvation of souls.
MARY WISMER.
Silverdale, Pa.
For

the
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Charity.

The Christian, and all those who
may be favored with a bounteous
store of earthly goods, should exercise charity toward their fellow-men
suffering from the effects of want
and poverty. If people knew the degree of good they could accomplish
by a little personal attention and relief to the poor, and by an occasional
visit to their sick beds, we are sure no
selfish or falsely sensitive feeling
would deter them from the performance of such benevolent and truly
Christian acts.
Christians should remember the
poor. Psalms xli. 1, "Blessed is he
that considereth the poor. The Lord
will deliver him in time of trouble."
Mark xiv. 7: "For ye have the poor
with you always, and whensoever ye
will ye may do them good, but me ye
have not always."
The thoughts of their wants and
suffering should lead them to the observance of benevolent duties enjoined upon us, by the Savior we profess
to serve and worship, and by the religion we profess to practice.
Now is the time for the Christian
to show by his works that he is not
merely a professor, but an exemplar
of the doctrines inculcated by the
Savior, to extend his works of love
to suffering humanity, and for the
rich to show their gratitude to the
Giver of all gifts, for their continued
prosperity and bounteous earthly

EVANGELICAL
store, by extending the helping hand
to their less fortunate neighbors.
There are large numbers of sincere
Christians in this world comparatively poor, yet manifest their principle
by going about doing good: they are
the salt of the earth, and without the
purifying influence of such what
would be the fate of the poor? Then,
be kind to the unfortunate, that
memory may have a store of sweet
thoughts to live upon when the reality
shall no longer stand before us.
Now, I would ask what position of
man is most to be deplored. Some
would say, old age accompanied with
poverty; some would say, to have the
body oppressed with infirmities, the
mind worn out and the heart broken
by a series of disappointments. I
would say one who has passed
through life without doing good and
who unexpectedly by death is sent to
appear before the bar of the sovereign
Judge of all.
Charity is placed at the head of all
the Christian virtues. By St. Paul
it is the foundation of all the Christian graces. Without it religion is
like a body without a soul. Our
friendship is a mere shadow, our alms
the offering of pride and hypocrisy.
Religion is love. Now love is an acting principle. It is as natural for love
to act beneficently as for a fountain
to flow or a star to shine, and its action is ungrudging, unstinted, delighting in toils for the loved object. Say,
for instance, the toils for parental
love. Can love to God and man be
the very essence of the character,
while beneficent efforts are left to
hazard, crowded into ' the by-corners
of life supplied by chippings and rem •
nants? Can love control the heart
when at the same time it obviously
does not control the actions of life?
The benevolent man is the truly happy
man. Not such that give other people's earning away, but such that give
such as the Lord has entrusted to
them. It is not necessary that any
one should know it as God will know
it and reward for the same. This
brings happiness.
He that seeks to get good from men
to make them subservient to his happiness is miserable in comparison with
him who aims to do good to others.
God loves and blesses those whose
disposition and conduct resemble his
own, and as the mind becomes more
generous, more pure, more active in
doing good, all the sources of felicity
will multiply around it. It will have
peace and dignity within and the

smiles of infinite complacency will
beam upon it with inexpressible glory.
"Nay thank me not, the kind one said,
'Tis to myself I've given;
Each friendly deed like this I make
A stepping-stone to heaven."
A.

Harrisbnrg,
For

the
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Our C h r i s t m a s W o r k .
EVENING OF DEC. 25,

1905.

The shades of night have again
forever rolled into the past another
Christmas day. To some hearts it
brought gladness and song; to others it brought pain and sorrow. In
some homes came the mail and express with their suspicious looking
package and box asking to be relieved
that it might bring glad tidings and
gifts to others. The same medium
brought sad news to others; to some
the mail brought letters with blackened edges and to others, instead of
boxes containing gifts some loved
one was returned, whom death had
struck down by his merciless hand.
Some homes where last Christmas
melody filled the hearts, now are
noiseless and separated, some by
death, others by sin. Last year some
sounded with gladness, because love
and prosperity made it possible. Today finds the same home filled with
hatred and poverty.
And thus
earth's joy and homes shift their
conditions and positions.
But the heed to the song of the Angelic choir, as it rang out upon the
stillness of the midnight air upon
Judea's lonely plains, "Glory to God
in the highest, peace on earth and
good will toward men," when heeded
by sinful mortals, when earth's homes
shift, will give us a home where
God's unspeakable gift is the light of
the home; where congregations never break up and where Christmas and
Sabbath celebrations never end.
In many homes in our large cities
Christmas day has no meaning, only
as they are brightened by others.
To the real Christian home, the day
should mean nothing, if they eat their
morsel alone.
Christian liberality
has made this a Christmas day to be
remembered by manv hearts that
were gladdened at Philadelphia Mission, and will only be forgotten by
still more heart-felt offerings in the
future.
Boxes, barrels, packages
from many places in the state came to
the Mission. They were filled with
clothing, eatables, and delicacies, of
many kinds. Also money offerings,
all, as we suppose, sent by brethren

and sisters. Bro. Stover and some
of the sisters at once went to work dividing the goods and sending them
out to such who were in need and distress. Some cases almost beggar description. One family consisting of
father, mother and eight children, the
father in bed with consumption, and
only one of the children to support
the family with mother now and then
as she could spare time, earning small
sums. This family belongs to the
Catholic church, which takes all and
gives nothing, as this family described it. When they were supplied
the fountain of the mother's heart
was broken open, and tears of joy
was the reward of those who supplied
her. This mother said she had expected to spend the day with bread
and water as their meal. We have a
number of our own that are destitute,
and not by any fault of their own.
In one home, the daughter was baptized last Summer. Several months
ago the son was received as a member
at the Mission. This family, the father and sister are sick, and no support
but the little brother who is only 15
years old and small for his age. The
brother and sister are really born into
the Kingdom. You can see the help
required here; many others might be
mentioned.
These need combined
help.
Brother, sister, whenever you are
moved by God to look this way, let it
be what it will, remember you are
giving to Him who will reward liberally. We praise God for your liberality, how that you remember the
poor. Our thanks to you, is the sentiment of the body here. As we are
partakers with you in your spiritual
things so also do we desire to be partakers in your temporal things.
Amen.
S. G. ENGLE,

648 N. 3pth.
"People who are ready to part with
their hearts, while keeping their
money, are not the sort Jesus wants.
The rich ruler was anxious to become
a disciple on such terms, but our Lord
would not accept the offer."
Die when I may, I want it said of
me by those who knew me best that I
always plucked a thistle and planted a
flower where I thought a flower
would grow.—Lincoln.
Something is wrong in the man to
whom the sunrise is not divine glory,
for therein are embodied the truth, the
simplicity, the might of the Maker.—
George Macdonald.
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T h e S o n g of S o n g s .

Joy and music are inseparable The
heart may be jubilant when the lips
are silent. When God manifested
his almighty power and infinite wisdom in creation, "the morning stars
sang together and all the sons of God
shouted for joy." (Job xxxviii. 4-7.)
David accepted the statutes of the
Most High as "his songs in the house
of his pilgrimage." (Psa. cxix. 54.)
Again he says in Psa. lxv., "I will
sing unto the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praise to my God while I
have my being." A heavenly rhythm
characterizes aU the ways of God.
The closer we are in fellowship with
him the more distinctly do we hear the
divine symphony.
But there is one song which transcends all others. It will resound
through the
heavenly
mansions
through all eternity. Angels and
saints in the glorious jubilate. All
the music, from everlasting to everlasting, vocalizes here. "GLORY TO
GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH
PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN."

(Luke ii. 14.) Peace on earth.
What is its nature? How was it secured ? These questions will keep us
busy in worship and joy and inquiry
forever and ever. Peace was needed;
who could give it? God only. How?
Wonder of wonders. "Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the
flesh.' (I. Tim. iii. 16.) "Sin is so
exceeding sinful" that nothing could
overbalance its enormity but the sacrifice of the Son of God. But blessed
be God, "where sin abounded, grace
did much more abound." (Rom. v.
20.) The cost of our redemption
emptied the bank of heaven; for "in
Jesus dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily." (Col. ii. 9.) Well
may we join the angelic choir and
sing, "Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward
men."
Our whole life must emphatically
repeat this song. Our words, our
ways, our looks all combine to articulate the ravishing song that is reverberating unceasingly through the
length and breadth and height of the
Jerusalem above. Whatever we do
must be done to the glory of God.
(I. Cor. x. 31). Our life must be
hid with CHRIST in GOD. (Col. iii. 3.)
Boldly, yet humbly we can say "I live,
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me."
(Gal. ii. 20.) "Glory to God in the
highest" is the totality of our being.
The angels are in profound sympa-
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thy with the welfare of man. They
burst out in joyful alleluliahs when
the Redeemer is born. They have
ever since been co-operating to the
same end. (Heb. i. 14.) Shall we be
silent? God forbid.
"Peace on earth, good will toward
men." This is the mission of the
church. Jesus is the Prince of Peace.
(Isa. ix. 6.) "Being justified by faith
we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ." ^Rom. v. 1.)
"The peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep our HEARTS
and winds

THROUGH CHRIST JESUS."

(Phil. iv. 7.) "Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give unto you; let
not your heart be troubled neither let
it be afraid." (John xiv. 27.) The
very God of peace sanctifies us
wholly. Now our hearts overflow
with love to lost souls to the ends of
the earth. "Peace on earth, good
will toward men," is the mainspring
of body, soul and spirit. Now we are
ready for II. Cor. xii. 15 and Acts
xxi. 13, and II. Cor. v. 15. Let us
live and work, and die for Jesus.
C. H. BALSBAUGH.

Union Deposit, Pa.
For

the
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Mission W o r k in Chicago.

Having felt led of God to labor at
the Chicago Mission for an indefinite
time this Winter, I left my home, near
Lake Ann, Mich., December 14, and
arrived at the Mission early on the
morning of the 15th and was heartily
welcomed by the dear workers. Bro.
Cress had left the Mission about August 15, with intention of returning to
the work, but the Lord directed otherwise, so some ministerial help was appreciated. The three workers were
alone and yet not alone, for there was
abundant evidence of the presence of
the Lord; and frequently they had
ministers with them as they passed
through Chicago. So the Lord has
provided and they trust will provide
for the future. Often whilst they
were alone God sent showers of blessing in the various services. Blessed be
his name.
Christmas time' was near at hand
. when I came, and this great city was
all in a rush to do its Christmas trading, and, shall I say, do honor to the
babe of Bethlehem? I fear greatly,
instead of worshiping Jesus, men are
worshiping idols, and doing homage
to that abominable deception, Santa
Claus.
The workers here were desirous of
doing the will of God on that dav.
So after looking to God, they decided
to follow Jesus' words where he said,
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"It is more blessed to give than to receive." So they endeavored to enlist
the sympathies of their Sunday-school
in behalf of the many poor families
who are unable to secure any special
dinner for Christmas day. Each
class had some special part to do in
supplying food for this occasion and
even the infant class (each of its
members brought four potatoes and
one apple) had a part in it. Then the
dear Lord put it into the hearts of
some of his children in Illinois and
Indiana to send a supply of nice
chickens already dressed for the occasion. Twenty -baskets were filled
with • food for distribution. Each
basket contained one nice chicken, one
loaf of fresh bread, one lb. sugar, onehalf lb. butter, one-half lb. coffee, a
mess of potatoes, a few apples, two
stalks celery, some beans, also package of assorted cakes. These were
carried out by the Sunday-school
scholars and workers, even some
small children being quite anxious to
help. These homes were usually located on the second or third flats.
Some of the husbands and fathers
were sick and some were widows with
a family of children. • Many were the
thanks and God bless yous. We trust
if Jesus tarries, that God will so prevail upon the hearts of his children
that it will be possible to extend this
Christ-like work to a much greater
extent by another year. This is one
of the best ways to extend God's
kingdom. May the Lord help us all
as his children to ask God what he
wants us to do.
As to the spiritual condition of the
work here, I am glad to say, it is
good, and the little band of members
seem to be in the unity of the Spirit.
Some have lately been definitely led
of God in non-conformity to the
world in dress, and put on the head
dress of our sisters. Others we believe are almost persuaded to take up
the cross in this particular. We believe it best for each one to be led of
God to these things, for then they will
be more able to stand in the midst of a
scoffing world.
One feature of this work is especially inspiring. They have a well
attended Young People's Meeting.
They were the Sunday-school scholars
of former years, and are now teachers
and other officers in the school. They
regard this Mission as their church
home and we are praying and believing that they all will soon become fully
consecrated Christians. The hope of
God's cause lies with the young.
And the church or mission which
fails to reach those who are young has

\ Hi
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a dark future indeed. ' May God help
us to obey the words of the Master
and "Go out and compel them to come
in." And this is a holy compulsion;
a power of God's Spirit. May God
fill us with it. Amen.
Yours in Jesus' name,
J.

H.

BYBR.

Lake Ann, Mich., R. D. No.

I.

Silence About Ourselves.
Think as little as possible about
any good in yourself; turn your eyes
resolutely from any view of your requirements,
your
influence,
your
plans, your success, your following—
above all, speak as little as possible
about yourself. The inordinateness
of our self-love makes speech about
ourselves like the putting of a lighted
torch to the dry wood which has been
laid in order for burning. Nothing
but duty should open our lips upon
this dangerous theme, except it be in
humble confession of our sinfulness
before God.
Again, be especially on the watch
against those little tricks by which a
vain man seeks to bring round the
conversation to himself, and gain the
praise or notice which his thirsty ears
drink in so greedily. Even if praise
comes unsought, it is well, while men
are uttering it to guard yourself by
thinking of some secret cause for
humbling yourself inwardly to God,
thinking unto what those pleasant accents would be changed if all that is
known to God, a n d even to yourself,
stood revealed to you.
Place yourself often beneath the
cross of Calvary; see that sight of
love and s o r r o w ; hear those words
of w o n d e r ; look at the eternal Son
humbling Himself there for you, and
ask yourself, as you gaze fixedly on
H i m whether he whose only hope is
in that cross of absolute self-sacrifice
and self abasement can dare to cherish in himself one self-complacent action. Let the Master's words ring
ever in your ears, "how can ye believe
who receive honor one of another,
and seek not the honor that cometh
from God only?"-—Bishop Wilberforce.
" O h ; fellow Christian ; the time is
short for service h e r e ; the end hast e n e t h ; the coming of the L o r d
draweth nigh. May we not only be
instructed in divine things, but be
consecrated for divine service."—
Geo. C. Needham.
W h a t we want to-day is not more
light. W h a t we want is more quiet
fortitude.—G. H . Morrison.

VISITOR.

OUR BIBLE READING CIRCLE.
Bible Study.
II. Samuel.
This lesson is full of spiritual
truths. W e have here the different
stages in the development of the kingdom of Israel. At the beginning of
the lesson we have the kingdom under
two heads, David and Ishbosheth, respectively. At the death of Ishbosheth, the kingdoms are united. Then
we have a most marvelous growth.
No more warring among themselves;
war only on the outside. Nation after
nation falls before David. See on the
map the large kingdom at this time.
But prosperity did not always last
with Israel. And w h y ? Because of
internal strife. W e have the trouble
with Absalom ; the revolt of S h e b a ;
the hard-heartedness of Joab and
Amnon, and the sin of David himself.
True, Israel after this gained some
victories, but these were simply defensive. They gained no new ground.
Let us get the practical here. If we
as the church of Jesus Christ are continually quarreling with one another,
and every one wants the other to accept his own peculiar view of doctrine
or dogma, if we are striving about
words to no profit, if we are backbiting one another and continually
finding fault instead of praying for
one another, if ministers preach about
someone else, or at someone else, instead of preaching Jesus Christ and
him crucified, then we are a failure.
Then, like Israel when she h a d internal strife, we shall gain no new
ground. Souls will not be born into
the kingdom. But on the other hand,
when the church forgets her petty differences, and becomes united by the
baptism of the Holy Ghost and intense
love for souls, and gives herself unreservedly to the L o r d Jesus Christ for
the salvation of the lost of earth, then
she becomes strong. T h e n she enlarges her borders as Israel did in the
time of her prosperity. Then souls
are born into the kingdom of God.
But do not misunderstand me here.
There are those who talk very nicely
on this line; but talk is their principal
work. T h e y find fault with the
church, and anybody who may attempt
to work. T h e y say that if the w o r k
were done this way or that way, then
such would be the results. • T h e y tell
how the work ought to be done, but
they do it not. They are a hindrance
to the cause of Christ. God wants
mo.re .talkers. God give us men who
instead of finding fault with others,
are willing to go forth into the midst
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of the battle and die for souls. T h e
church that is composed of such material will prosper.
T h e r e is a good lesson to learn
however from David at the time h e
sinned. H a v i n g seen his sin, he repented from the heart, and God forgave his sin. A t this time he p r o b ably wrote Psalm li., which
study
carefully. If I sin, do I fully repent?
Do you? Let every one ask himself
this question. Oh, there are plenty
of people who like to point out the
sins of other people, but forget about
their own.
Let us notice also the difference between David and Absalom. Absalom
in his lifetime had reared up for himself a pillar to keep his name in remembrance. H e named it after himself. But what did it profit? Indeed
his name is remembered, but not with
joy. W i t h the name of Absalom goes
also the thought of vanity and deceitfulness, and disrespect for father,
and worldliness, and self-seeking, and
pride. David reared no pillar for
himself. H e was not seeking fame.
But his life is a monument
that
stands for truth, and humanity, and
integrity of heart, and loyalty to God,
that is an inspiration to all that w h o
know him. Which am I like?
QUESTIONS.

Again select chapter names. (I may not
always tell you to do this, but I would advise you to keep it up. It will help to
fasten the text in your memory, and the
names will be very helpful in review.)
What is the report of Saul's death in
chapter i. ?
How can you harmonize this with
i. 31:4?
Who else were slain in the same battle?
Who wept for them?
Where was David anointed king? Over
how many tribes ?
Who reigned over the rest of Israel ?
In the war between Israel and Judah,
who waxed stronger and stronger, and
who weaker and weaker? Why?
Who was Ishbosheth? How was he .
slain?
What did David do with the murderers?
How long did David reign over Judah?
How long over all Israel?
How old was he at the time of his
death?
How did David take Jerusalem?
Who built David an house?
How did David overcome the Philistines
the first time? The second?
Where was the secret of David's
strength ?
How long had the ark of God been
awav? See I. Sam. iv. n .
Why did God smite Uzzah?
What spiritual lesson hene?
Why did David not take the ark at once
to Jerusalem?
Where did he take it?
What effect did it have upon the people
of that place?
Then where did David take it?
What did David desire to build?
What answer did God eive?
In whose reign would God build an house
for himself?
In David's nraver, ch. vii. 18-27, how
many times did he make mention of himself as servant?
What spirit did this show?
Name the countries that David successively conquered?
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Find these countries on the map.
W h a t kindness did David show Mephibosheth ?
What was always David's attitude toward any of the royal family?
What great sin did David commit?
W h a t parable did Nathan use in telling
David of his sin?
Did David repent? See also P s . li.
W h y was Absalom banished?
W h a t means did Joab use to bring him
back?
H o w did Absalom steal the hearts of the
people?
H o w was Ahithophel's counsel brought
to nought?
W h a t caused the death of Absalom?
W h y had Absalom reared a pillar?
H o w did David receive the tidings of
Absalom's death?
H o w many Philistine giants were slain
by Tlavid's servants?
W h y did David speak a song of thanksgiving?
W h a t are the three best verses in it?
What was the number of Israel at this
time?
H o w many more than when they entered Canaan at first?

We have a longer lesson this time
than usual, but I did not like to divide
the book. The next lesson may be
shorter. Allow me to press home to
you again the necessity of faithful
study. The long Winter evenings are
upon you. Do you improve your opportunities ? How much time is spent
in idle gossip, which ought to be spent
in storing the mind with spiritual
truth? How easy it seems to be to
slight God's holy book. And as we
learn these lessons, let us apply them
to our lives. Then, like Paul exhorts
us, we will grow in grace, and the
knowledge of the truth.
HARVEY FRSY.

• m•

To get good is animal; to be good
is human; to do good is divine.
•m •
A l w a y s Tell Mother.
Always tell mother, she's willing to hear,
Willing to listen to tales of despair.
Tell her when trials and troubles assail;
Seek her for comfort when sorrows prevail.
Take mother's hand when temptations entice ;
Ask her counsel; seek mother's advice.
Always tell mother. In mother confide;
Foster no secrets from mother to hide.
Train your thoughts nobly, nor let your
lips speak
_
Words that would kindle a blush on her
cheek.
Mother stands ready her aid to impart,
Or>en to mother the door of your heart.
Always .tell mother. Your joys let her
share;
Lift from her shoulders their burdens of
care;
Brighten her pathway; be gentle and kind;
Strengthen the ties of affection that hind.
Tell her you love h e r ; look uo in her face;
Tell her no other can take mother's place.
Always tell mother. W h e n dangers betide.
Mother, if need be. will die by your side.
Though you be sunken in sin and disgrace,
Mother will never turn from you her face.
Others may shun you, but mother, your
friend,
Stands ever readv. to shield and defend.
Mother's devotion is alwavs the same, .
Softly, with reverence, hreatbe mother's
name.
—The Messenger.
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OUR YOUTH.
B e t t y ' s B i t of H e l p .

Betty Armitage had not been a
Christian very long. From early
childhood she had gone to church,
and had read her Bible, and said her
prayers; had been a dear little daughter, and then grown up a sweet and
graceful elder sister and lovable
young girl, all without consciously
giving herself up to Christ, and fully
resolving to take him for her Master
and Friend.
But one day a new life dawned
upon Betty. Light flooded her soul.
She learned what it means to belong
to Christ, "to follow him withersoever
he goeth."
Then straightway she longed for
opportunities to show her love. She
felt an urgent impulse to become a
missionary. She felt that there could
not be a field so hard that she would
shrink from it, a people so lonely and
degraded that she would not rejoice
to go to them and tell them of her Savior and his love.
Meanwhile the way to the mission
field beyond her own home was
hedged up. Her father said she could
not be spared; her mother looked perplexed and pained and even bewildered as Betty unfolded her plans and
dwelt upon her wishes. Betty, more
and more anxious and in earnest, felt
limited and caged. It seemed to her
as if she were doing nothing for the
Master, when she wished supremely
to be doing some great thing. She
felt discontented and unhappy.
"But, Betty," said her friend, Jane
Page, "when our Lord wants us in
any place he goes before us and opens
the way. It may be there is some
sphere of service right here which
only you can fill, and until that is
filled Christ will not send you elsewhere."
Betty went home carrying this simple thought. Jane Page had intuitions, perhaps, because she daily asked to be filled with the Spirit, and kept
herself always ready to do the Lord's
will, whatever it might be, not caring
whether the errand on which he sent
her was a lofty or a lowly one.
Betty turned the latch-key and ran
upstairs to her own beautiful room
on the third floor. As she passed
grandmother's door, at the top of the
first landing, it stood ajar, and she
glanced in.
Grandmother was sitting as usual,
her dim eyes patiently closed, her thin
hands folded in her lap. Her room
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was sunny and pleasant, with flowers
in the windows, which grandmother,
having cataract, could not see, but
which diffused a delicate fragrance.
It suddenly struck Betty that
grandmother must have many tedious
hours. Necessarily, she had supposed, grandmother was often alone.
How could it be helped ? Mother had
her housekeeping and her clubs. The
younger children went to school,
father was at his office, and Betty
herself had a dozen engagements for
every day. They had all been kind,
deferential and amiable in their behavior to grandmother, but she had
been as it were left on a sidetrack,
while their busy lives went whirling on.
All this passed through Betty's
mind in a flash of clear insight, as she
tapped on grandmother's door.
'Come in, dearie," said the sweet
old voice. The face, so quiet a moment ago, stirred and lit up with a
pleasant welcome.
"Is it you, Elizabeth?"
"Yes, dear grandmother," answered Betty. "May I come in and talk
with you awhile?"
"Surely, dear; I am glad to have
company."
Betty sat down and talked to grandmother, charmingly, entertainingly,
described a procession she had seen
down town, gave grandmother the
news of the cousins and aunties;
finally read to her for a while, and
before either of them was aware the
morning had slipped by, and the maid
came to say that luncheon was ready.
"I have had a beautiful time, Elizabeth," said grandmother; "and I was
just then thinking as if the Lord had
forgotten that I was old, and blind,
and weak, when he sent you in to
cheer me and make me strong."
So Betty discovered that she did
not need to look for distant service
just yet. Here, in her own home, was
an aged servant of Christ who was in
special want of special ministry.
Jesus meant his young disciple to be
the eyes and hands and feet for awhile
to this dear older one.
"And I was ashamed, Jane," she
said, afterwards, "to have it revealed
to me that I had never given grandmother a thought. She wasn't a pauper, she was just grandmother—so
'unobtrusive and sweet, and so little
given to asking for attention, that I
had forgotten how heavily the time
must hang on her hands—she who
used to be so active, and who must
now be so often laid aside."
(Concluded on page 16.)
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PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.

C H U R C H WORK.

To SUBSCRIBERS :•—Our terms are cash in
advance.
2. When writing to have your address
changed, be sure to give both old and new
address.
3. T h e date on the printed label will
show to subscribers when their subscription expires.
4.

If you

do

not receive the

VISITOR

within ten days from date of issue, write
us at once and we will send the number
called for.
To THE POOR,—who are unable to pay,
we send the paper free on the recommendation of others or upon their individual
requests. Individual requests must be renewed every six montks as a matter of
good faith.
To CORRESPONDENTS:—Articles for publication should be written on one side of the
paper only. Write all business letters on
separate
sheets.
2. Communications without the author's name will receive no recognition.
3.

Communications

for

the

Send money by Post-office Money Order.
Registered
Letter, or Bank Draft, to G.
Detwiler, 36 N. Cameron St.,, Harrisburg,
Pa. Canadian Currency is discounted
with

Harrisburg, Pa., January 15, 1906.
BIBLE

OFFER,

W e are able to offer our subscribers a
good C O M B I N A T I O N B I B L E with the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR at a small cost. F o r
$3.25 (INDEX FIFTY CENTS E X T R A ) we will

send the Bible prepaid to any address in
the United States or Canada, and the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR for one year.

This

offer holds good for renewals as well as
new subscribers.
T h e special feature of this Bible is that
it gives the AUTHORIZED and REVISED VER-

SIONS of the Bible in one volume, without
increasing Size or Weight, or Diminishing
Size of type. I t is a Self-pronouncing
Teacher's Bible which, without omitting
a feature or disturbing the Text, points out
all the words and passages wherein the
two versions differ, giving the Revised
Version of each at foot of page, together
with
A Very Full Concordance,
containing
over 40,000 References; History and Summary of the Books of the Bible;
Historical,
Chronological Tables; New Subject
index
to the Bible; a Dictionary
of
Scripture
Proper Names, with their
Pronunciation
and meaning; Tables of Miracles,
Parables,
etc.
T h e binding is E x t r a French Seal, Divinity Circuit, Round Corners, Red under
Gold Edges, Flexible Back, L E A T H E R
LINED.
Address,

EVANGELTCAI.

Philadelphia Mission.
Report since December 15.
Balance in treasury,

VISITOR,

36 N . Cameron St., Harrisburg, P a .
Our C i t y M i s s i o n s .
Philadelphia, 3423 N . Second street, in
charge of Brother Peter Stover and Sister
Stover.
Buffalo, N . Y., Mission, 2* Hawley street,'
in charge of Brother George Whisler and
Sister Efne Whisler.
Chicago Mission. 5Q56 Peoria street. I n
charge of Sister Sarah Bert. Bro. B. L.
Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
Des Moines, Iowa. Mission, 737 Ninth
street. Church. Thirteenth and University
Ave. I n charge of Bro. J . R. and Sister
Anna Zook. Residence, 1226 Eleventh
street, N .

$77 29

RECEIPTS.

Waynesboro, Pa., $2j Palmyra, Pa., $2;
Hummelstown, Pa., $ 5 : Gormley, Ont., $ 1 ;
North Hampton, O., $ 1 ; West Willow,
Pa., $ 1 ; a brother, $10; Martinsburg, Pa.,
$5; Mount Joy, Pa., $11.50; Mechanicsburg, Pa., $ 1 ; Dallas Center, la., $ 5 ;
Chambersburg, Pa., $10; Nottawa, Ont., 1
box clothing; Rowenna, Pa., 2 boxes provisions; Elizabethtown, Pa., 2 barrels provisions ; Waynesboro, Pa., I box provisions ; Mount Joy, Pa., 6 barrels, box and I
sack provisions; Shippensburg, Pa., 1 box
provisions; Lawn, Pa., 1 box provisions;
Palmyra, Pa., I box clothing; Souderton,
Pa., 2 boxes clothing; Lancaster, Pa., I box
apples and I bundle clothing.

VISITOR

should be sent in at least ten days before
date of issue.

OUR

VISITOR.

EXPENSES.

For Mission work, poor, lights and other
material for Mission, $24.60.
"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall
obtain mercy."
O I cannot help but thank God for his
great love and mercy! Luke vi. 3 8 : "Give
and it,shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed down and shaken together and
running over shall men give into your
bosom." For with the same measure that
we mete it shall be measured to us again.
0 I am glad that the brethren measured so
good! O how some poor hearts rejoiced
when they got these good things. Truly
this is praiseworthy. God is so delighted
with _ mercy that he has pronounced t h e
merciful already blessed. A man may be
too poor to be bountiful, but he can never
be too .poor to be merciful, for where
there is not the way, God will accept of
the will. Praise his name forever.
Pity without mercy will avail us nothing. W e should therefore be merciful to
the souls as well as the bodies of men. and
evince it bv instructing the ignorant, warning the careless, comforting the mourner
and reclaiming the wanderer. Twenty-one
boxes and barrels with provision and
clothing came here to the Mission for t h e
poor. Manv hearts were made d a d . some
shed tears for iov. Trtilv brethren and
sisters. God will reward vou for the love
you have shown. Actions, thev sneak
louder than words. W e have many noor
families to see after if we do our duty.
1 visited one f a m i l v on a l i t t l e
street.
T h e v have ei°-bt c h i l d r e n .
When T got
in the housp there were seven children i n
the r o o m . T h e oldest was t h i r t e e n .
I
asked h»r w h e r e m o t h e r was. She said,
1
out w<""-ki"<r ano fatbpr ; s t l n stairs sick.
So I asked her i f T c n " M TO »n. She w c i t
un t o see, anH t h e f a t h e r said T should
come tin. W h e n I c o t un be was s i t t i n g
1*f>, h u t v e r v c i r l c
H e has consumption.
H e said he d i d not k n o w w h a t t o do. H e
had S"ch a 1->-TP f a m i l v a " d r n n l d " o t Rimp n r t ttiern. T h e n we t r i e d t o surinlv crime
of thpi*. nppfts. stirh 3s co*0 and p r o v i s i o n ^
a " d rlntbps and h»d clothes. O
whit
m* c erv ! N o w this is rirtc ca«p„ b«it T c o i i l d
tell v o " mattv. O h o w cdprl t**pv w p r e
when t h e «?«tprq c"ni> tbprg v ; t h p r o v i s ions en o-lqfl t " a t t h p tparc rollpni n'own
t h e i r chppks. O h o w t h a " k f " l w e should
be f o r tt»p n1pasa«t homps WP h i v e ,
a"d
w h a t efforts WP should p u t f o r t h t o give
t p p m a bploiTTT h a r M .
V^pTl. t^** o l d v p a r is pnscpo1 p w a v
a"d
b o w thant-f,,T , „ p c ^ n „ ^ t ^ f^r | | , p T r i o r ,^
plpssino's C o d h a s h p c t n w e ^ upon us d u r i n g
t1->p samp nn wprv 1i-ip# P^nisp pis n a m e .
T r t i s is M ^ i n Y p a r ' s T"^iv. T tiiT-p cripnt m v
dav i n v i s i t i n g t h e s'~V and T fppl Mpst i n
this e v i t i K r h n j i r . TT*>11p''i*ah I ^ o m p prg
v e r v sick, h u t it IS n o t impossible f « f t h e
L o r d t o raise t h e m tin. S i m p are sick i n
hodv, nthprs flrp snnl-sipk.—dppn d o w n i n
sin. 0 « P man has m a ^ p a promise Frt-rtav
t o f o r c s k p sin a r M t o f o l l o w TPSIIS w^'oh,
I believe he meant f r o m t h e h o t t o m o f h i s

heart.

O, that we might always be about
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our Father's business! W e come in contact with so many dear souls that are so
degraded with sin. O, that God might lay
the burden on every soul that professes
the name of the Lord, so that many may
be saved before the door of mercy is
closed. May this be our aim and object.
We ask a deep interest in your prayers.
From your brother in the war for souls.
PETER STOVER.

3423 N. Second

St., Phila., Pa.

•m .
Des Moines Mission.
Report for the months of October, November, December, igos.
Rosebank S. S., Kans., $10.20; I. J.
Ransom, Toronto, Ont., $2; A. C. H i g gins, Des Moines, la., $2; G. W . and
Jennie Fetrow, Mechanicsburg, Pa., $1 ;
Polo, 111., $9.75; D. V. Heise, Clarence
Center, N. Y., $5; D. K. Hosteter, Ramona,
Kans., $ 5 ; W . O. Baker, Louisville, O., $ 5 ;
Solomon Markley, Abilene, Kans., $4; J.
B. Knupp and wife, Garrison, la., $5; New
Bern S. S., Kans., $10; B. S. Herr, Cambridge City, Ind., $ 5 ; Mary Trump, Polo,
111., $2.30. Total donations, $ 15.9s.
Five fine chickens by Edith N. Haldeman
and sister Books of Ramona, Kans.
EXPENSES.

Expenses for the three months, . . . • $111.45
House rent for three months,
$45-00
Deficit for three months,
Deficit up to October 1, 1905,

$91-45 '
$111.17

Total deficit up to Jan. 1, 1906,. . $202.62
Many thanks to all those who so bravely came to the help of the work of the
Lord. T h e work is under the blessing of
God. W e feel sorry for the deficit and will
do all we can to economize; but all eatables are expensive this year in the city.
Pray for us and the mission work of this
city.
Yours most sincerely,
J. R. AND A N N A ZOOK.

Chicago Mission.
Report for month ending Dec. 15, 1905.
Balance on hand,

$18.98

RECEIPTS.

J. H . Engle, Abilene, Kans., $ 5 ; Jessie
Powel, $2; John Spahr, $ 3 ; Mrs. Nellson,
$5; M r s . Madison, $ 1 ; Eugene Dodson,
$ 1 ; Bessie Weber. $ 1 ; M r s . Hamil, $ 1 ;
rent, $4; Y. P.. $2—all of Chicago; A.
Brubaker, Pa., $ 1 ; J. B. Knupp, Garrison,
Iowa., $ 5 ; Belle Springs offering. Kans.,
$7.78; Anna Eyer, Hamlin, Kans., $ 5 ;
John Fike, Laport City, Iowa, $2; In H i s
Name, $ 1 ; In H i s Name, $2; total, $57.76.
EXPENSES.

Provisions and expressage, $10.82; gas
for lighting and fixtures, $ 3 ; rent, $35;
total, $48.82.
PROVISION

DONATIONS.

Brethren of Ramona, Kans., 14 bu. potatoes, 50 lbs. cornmeal, 100 lbs. flour,
dried fruit, canned fruit, dried corn, farina,
applebutter, 19 lbs. butter, 1 comfort and
clothing; Myron Taylor, Mich., 13 bu. potatoes, 1 feather bed. 1 pair pillows, sheets,
two comforts. 1 quilt.
W e are so glad Father knows what we
have need of. and not only so, but that he
does also supply every need according to
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus—may
we not say. here, for the glory of God.
These things came in definite answers to
definite prayers. Bless his name. W e
gave to those who were in need some of
our bed comforts, believing the Lord
would again provide for us. In so doing,
it was ours to receive even more than we
gave. H o w good the Lord is to those who
daily seek to walk with him.
Dear ones, these things are not received
with ungrateful hearts, but with
much
prayer and thanksgiving we ask God to
abundantly bless all helpers, and make
your labors of love extend far and wide.
It is that which brightens the path for
those who would find their way back t o
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God. Few would ever get to God were
there no deeds of kindness scattered along
their path by Christian hearts, and loving
hands. We are the channels through which
God sends his blessings and waters souls.
Praise his name.
"Thou crownest the years with goodness : and thy paths drop fatness; They
drop upon'the pastures of the wilderness;
and the little hills rejoice on every side."
" T h e pastures are clothed with flocks; the
valleys also are covered over with corn;
they shout with j o y ; they also sing."
We trust the saints will continue to pray
for us and the work. T h e Lord is working in this place, and will, so long as we
keep humble and let him have his way.
This is the desire of our hearts.
SARAH BERT AND WORKERS.

5956 Peoria St., Englewood,
Buffalo

III.

Altoona,

Report for month of December, 1905.
Balance on hand,

.$70.58

DONATIONS.

Delia Fritz, $ 1 ; Eri Shisler, $ 1 ;
Eby, $1.50; J. B. and Eliza Knupp,
S. Herr, $5; Sr. Levi Winger, $ 1 ;
Rodes, $ 1 ; Anna Swalm, $ 1 ; Mary
$ 1 ; J. F. Plumb, $2; total, $90.08.

we pray and trust they will prove faithful and obedient children, and become real
pillars in the house of God. T h e church
was also much revived and built up and
we trust the many admonitions given will
not soon be forgotten, and that the seed
sown will still bring forth fruit to eternal
life.
T h e brother's last text was Eph. v.,
reading to the end of the 17th verse. Exhortation to steadfastness and obedience, and
watching unto prayer—a farewell sermon,
bringing sadness 0 our hearts to part so
soon. May the Lord keep us all faithful
to the end of life's journey and finally
bring us to meet in glory never to say
farewell.

Mission.

Isaiah
$ 5 ; B.
Susan
Blake,

EXPENSES.

Coal oil and gasoline, $8.90; missionary,
delivery and sundries, $5; groceries, car
fare and household supplies, $15.68; total,
$29.58.
Balance on hand,
$60.50
Besides these named, many other friends
have been mindful of our need in various
ways. Praise the L o r d ! Even the smallest gift given as a manifestation of some
one's interest in the work is heartily appreciated by the workers.
Three weeks of the month were occupied by the meetings conducted by brother
and sister Hess. Their labors were appreciated by all of the class here. The
interest of the meetings was fairly good.
W e wished much to see more conviction
upon the unsaved; however several were
enabled by the help of the Holy Spirit to
realize their need of a Savior. Some of
these are inquiring for the way of salvation and life. T h e meeting closed on Sunday evening, December 24.
As we enter upon the new year we desire
to give ourselves wholly to the work of
the Lord. W e sincerely desire an interest
in your prayers that we may be filled with
the knowledge of his will.
Sincerely yours in Jesus,
GEO. AND E F F I E W H I S L E R .

Meetings Near Garret, Ind.
Meetings were held at the union church,
two miles north-west of Garrett, Ind.,
conducted by brother J. W . Hoover, of
Toronto, Ont., who came accompanied by
sister Hoover on December 16, and continued the meeting to January 4. They
came filled with the Holy Spirit, and the
brother brought forth the word
with
power. His first text was Mark xi. 24, on
Faith and Trust. On Sunday morning I I .
Peter ii. 1-9. General exhortation to the
church. T h e meetings were inspiring and
interesting from the beginning, and the attendance was good. T h e theme of the
brother's preaching was mostly on the line
of repentance and regeneration or the new
life in Christ Jesus our Savior. T h e spirit
of the Lord was present and brought conviction to the hearts of the unsaved, so
that they felt the need of a Savior, and
eight rose for the prayers of God's people, saying, or manifesting by that that they
were tired of sin and living away from
God, and that from henceforth they desire
to live the new life and follow J e s u s ; and,
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D. M. DICK.

Ind.
On Our M i s s i o n .

Dear readers of the EVANGELICAL V I S -

ITOR : Although it may seem a little late
yet we wish you all a happy new year in
the Lord. Isa. lvii. 1-4 is still our motto.
Praise the Lord.
Since our last report we have been busy
as usual, not in other men's matters but in
the Master's business.
A note of Elder J. N . Engle has already told the readers of the outcome of
the meetings at Belle Springs church, so
we need not repeat what has been said.
Suffice it to say w ; had a very enjoyable
time with the brethren and sisters and
others of that community, with whom we
had blessed
fellowship. T h e meetings
closed with a missionary meeting, resulting in an offering for the Lord's work in
India. W e are glad to find the missionary
spirit still burning upon the hearts of
many of the dear people for the spread of
the gospel in all heathen lands, and a
readiness to lend a helping hand to such
as are believed to be doing a good work
for the Lord.
The sectarian spirit has well nigh died
out among our dear people in Kansas, and
it is to be hoped that this death may take
place at an early day among all our dear
people in other localities until the whole
body of the church can say with Paul, " I
know no man after the flesh." T o be
crucified with Christ means much, and is
no doubt an absolute necessity so that
God's will may be perfected in us, so as
to make us stand blameless before him at
his coming.
On December 14, special meetings were
begun at the Bethel Church, North Dickinson county, and continued for two and
one-half weeks with a fair interest, but
with but one soul coming forward to seek
after more of God, she having been converted some time before. For two weeks
two meetings a day were held, the afternoon meetings being held in the homes of
God's children and were well attended and
full of interest. It seems >very sad that
souls who know they are going wrong will
persist in closing their eyes against t h e
light and rush madly on as the unthinking horse rushes into battle. W e have
this encouraging thought however that
God said his word shall not return void
nor unfruitful, but it shall accomplish that
which he pleas* and prosper in the thing
where to he sent it.
T h e Bethel meeting closed on the last
night of the old year with a good audience, resulting in an offering for your
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servant and hand maiden. At Belle
Springs the dear ones also were used t o
supply our needs. H e who says a cup of
cold water shall not be without its reward will reward them for their token of
love. After the general meeting was dismissed, those who wished to go were free,
while quite a number of God's children remained and engaged in an hour of prayer
for the work of the Lord in foreign
lands. Ten minutes for China, ten for
India, ten for Africa, ten for Japan and
twenty minutes for the Islands of the
Sea, to which we felt to add all our city
missions in the United States. Our hour
was from 10.30 to 11.30 p. m, as per arrangement given in "God's Revivalist."
W e trust the many united prayers of
God's children have come up before the
Lord of Sabaoth and will be cherished in
golden vials and answered in God's own
time according to his holy will. W e know
it is his will that " T H I S GOSPEL" shall be
preached to all nations as a witness against
them. H o w glad every child of God
should be that we can have a share in this
great work though we cannot all cross t h e
seas, yet we can bear up in the arms of
prayer whom the Lord sends. It requires
some valiant men and women to stay by
the work in the homeland, while some a r e
called to go to the front of the battle. One
thing Jesus commanded that we can all
do, .if we love the Lord and his cause, and
that is to pray the Lord of the harvest to
send laborers into his harvest.
This week the Lord has permitted us t o
take a little rest for our tired bodies, for
which we praise him, who is the giver of
every good and perfect gift. Glory be t o
his name.
January the 7th we are expected to begin labors in Abilene, Lord willing, and
labor as he may direct. Will you, dear
reader, hold us up in the arms of prayer
along with others for whom you are led to
pray? May we all enter this new year
with a determination by God's help to do
our best for God and the advancement of
his cause at home and abroad.
Yours in his service, looking for t h e
signs of his coming,
N O A H AND MARY

Abilene, Kans., Jan. 5, 1906.
Permanent address, Harrisburg,

ZOOK.

Pa.

Home Again.
I felt led to write a few lines for t h e
readers of the VISITOR and the many dear
ones with whom I met for the first time
during my recent trip East. During the
early Spring I felt very definitely led of
the Lord to make a trip East. After making the matter a special subject of prayer
and asking God to open the way, I left my
home at Upland, Cal., September 12, 1905,
over the Southern Pacific R. R., via San
Francisco, making my first stop in Ceries,
Modesta county, Cal. H e r e I visited an
old friend, Milton Gross and wife, also
stopping at Modesta, where I visited Mr.
and Mrs. Troxel, also old neighbors from
Dickinson county, Kans. Again taking the
train I arrived at San Francisco September 14, where I visited brothers Jacob and
Daniel Winger, spending one day in the
great city. I left this place on the 15th
in the evening for Salt Lake City, Utah,
arriving there at 8 a. m. on the 17th. H e r e
I attended the Sunday morning service a t
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the First M. E. Church, and, I must say, it
was a real feast to my soul. At 2 o'clock
in the afternoon I attended the service at
the great Mormon Temple. About 6,000
people attended this service, and I dare
say the greater part of them were touriists like myself. T h e service was conducted in the Mormon style and to me it
was very interesting, because this was my
first opportunity to hear a discourse on
Mormonism. Prom a spiritual standpoint
I could not see anything that would set
the sin-captive free. After visiting _ the
house of Brigham Young, called the bee
hive, and the grave of the latter, and taking a general view of the city, which is
very beautiful and very nicely laid out
with its wide streets, I concluded, from
any thing I could gather, this city is principally kept up by the tourists who daily
are stopping over by the thousands. I left
the city at 9.45 p. m. over the D. R. G.
for Colorado Springs. This, to my mind,
is one of the most beautiful places for
mountain scenery that one can obtain anywhere. Passing through the Royal Gorge,
which cannot be described on paper, I
reached Colorado Springs, September 18,
in the evening. Here I visited Pike's Peak,
and Cave of the Winds and other places
of interest. From here I came to Denver, •
and on to Oakley, Kans., then to Gem,
where I visited brother and sister Moses
Ziegler. The sister formerly was identified
with us as a people. From here I came to
Abilene, Kans., where 1 was very kindly
received at the home of brother D. S.
Wagaman. In the evening we all went to
hear the Rev. Dr. Caradine, at the Evangelical Church. On Sunday morning,
September 23, I preached to a very attentive congregation at the Zion M. H.,
where I met many of the dear ones with
whom I had many times met in worship
• some years ago. Here it was where I had
been received into the church and where
God led me out into the light of sanctification. A strange feeling came over me
as I thought of the changes that had taken
place since I had last met with the brethren here. Our dear Elder Zook had passed away, some were lying in Africa, others
in India, and some are now in different
foreign fields. O, what a meeting that will
be when we shall all meet around the
throne of God. where we will never say
good-bye! Hallelujah for the prospect!
Here the services were continued until
Wednesday evening, September 26. Next
evening I was called to assist the brethren
at Bethel where God himself had been convicting souls, and sinners were confessing
out. The meetings here were a real blessing and God honored his word and a number came out and took the self-denial way
T o God be all the glory. The meeting
closed here October 2. After some house
to house visiting. I preached in the Brethren's M. H . at Abilene and the same evening at Zion to a crowded house. From
here I went to Chicago, arriving at the
Mission on October I I . H e r e meetings
continued until October 22. God honored
his word, gave us a number of souls who,
I believe will stand for God. I enjoyed
my stay here with the dear workers very
much. As I became acquainted with the
real inner life of ,the work and saw how
God is blessing this work. I am quite sure
if many could see how these dear people
make sacrifices for the cause, mar.y hearts
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would be stirred to give of their means to
support it. Dear reader, what are you
doing?
I left Chicago October 23, and arrived
at Lancaster, Pa., Uctober 24, at 6 P . M.
and at once made my way to 338 West
King street, the home of my parents whom
I had not seen for nine years. T h e
meeting was one long to be remembered.
After doing some visiting I preached at
Strasburg October 29, and the same evening began a series of meetings at Pequa
M. H., where God marvelously displayed
his- power and gave us a number of dear
young people, who were very definitely led
to take the plain way. Glory to God! On
Sunday, November 5, I preached in the
old Mennonite M. H . on the Philadelphia
pike, three miles east of Lancaster, and in
the evening in Lancaster city for the same
people. At both places very large, attentive congregations were present.
Seven
came out in this service. On Monday,
November 6, I preached at the Brethren's
M. H. at Manor. On Tuesday, November 7, the meetings were again taken up
at Pequa and continued until the 10th inst.
On Sunday morning, November 13, I was
at the new Danville M. H., and in the
afternoon at the Mission in Lancaster and
in the evening at the Reformed church, at
Willow Street. A number came out during
all of these services which we have not
time nor space to speak of. God keeps
all accounts. Bless his n a m e !
On November 14, a series of meetings
was commenced at the Air Hill M. H.,
Franklin county, Pa., and continued until
the 25th. These meetings were a blessed
victory. God honored his word. Thirtyfive souls came out and many were led out
into the deeper life which is hid with
Christ in God. Here I felt a drawing in
the Holy Ghost that binds us together in
the bonds of unity. May God bless all the
dear ones and keep us all faithful until he
comes to gather his chosen ones. After
meetings all week, at different places, I
was at Philadelphia December .2 and 3,
where we had blessed fellowship in the
Lord. December 4, I bade farewell to my
dear parents at Lancaster and started
for Ohio. I was very much surprised to
find at the depot a large number of the
dear ones who had come to give me the
parting hand, and as they sang "Face to
face will I behold him," and "We'll never
say good-bye," the train began to move.
My soul was stirred, and my feelings can
better be felt than told. T o me this, was
a very great encouragement.
As previously arranged, meetings were
held in the Brethren's M. H . at Donnelsville, O., from December 10 to 17. Here
God met us in nightly power, and truly,
we can say, " W h o m the Son makes free is
free indeed." Never have I seen such a
turning about of things in so short a
time, and I dare say that here the results
will tell for eternity. Many got right with
God and others for the first time accepted
Jesus as their Savior. Here 't was my
happy privilege to meet Elder Jacob
Engle from Dickinson county, Kansas,
whom I had not seen since I was ordained about thirteen months ago. Leaving
here December 17. I stopped at Chicago
one night; also at Abilene, Kans., December 19, and arrived home December 23,
after being away from home nearly four
months, and traveling eight thousand miles.
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God kept me by his power in perfect health,
and kept my dear wife and children all in
health. Not a train' was late, and made all
my appointments, for which I feel I have
great reason to praise God. It is marvelous in our eyes. Glory to his matchless
name.
>
The dear Lord bless
who have so liberally
needs. H e who said a
given shall not lose its
reward you.

all the dear ones
supplied all my
cup of cold water
reward, will also

Now, I ask all to pray for me that my
future work may be very definitely ordered by the Lord. I have set out to obey
God at any cost. Many who have desired
that I should come had to be refused because I have not been free at home, but
God knows my heart, and he will guide
me all the way. I 'realize that truly the
harvest is white to harvest and the laborers are so few. I find a real hunger on
the people everywhere I have gone,~and
I see that there is a spirit of unity prevailing that brings us together which only
prepares us for his coming. O beloved,
let us lay aside every weight and let us run
with patience the race that is set before us.
In conclusion let me say, watch and
pray that you may be found of him without spot and blameless, for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of man
cometh. May God bless these few lines t o
the encouraging of some hearts is my wish
and prayer.
Yours under the blood,
Upland, Cal.

J. B. LEAMAN.

A Brothers Letter.
"Rejoice in the Lord, and again I say
rejoice." (Phil. iv. 4.) Lefc all of us as
true believers, in view of all the blessings
of God which we have in hand, or which
we hope.for, always, and under all trying
circumstances, rejoice and triumph in t h e
Lord Jesus, our Head and Savior, and in
all that he is, has, or does for you, and
even in our sufferings for his sake. If
ever an individual, man or woman, boy or
girl had a right to rejoice, it was when the
load of sin and guilt was removed. H o w
wonderful that as the poet says, I who
was once a child of hell should now in his
image shine! Oh, what a different atmosphere ! The love of Christ snrely passeth
all understanding. W e may not apprehend
it but we may comprehend it to some extent. T h e colored woman said right, " I t
is better felt than told."
I felt to rejoice with those late converts,
especially in the case of mother Hess*
daughters and others. Oh. let the good
work go o n ! Let the Holy Spirit have
his right of way in our hearts!
I was also glad to see in the last V I S ITOR that so many meetings were going on.
It is quite a stimulant to see that t h e
church throughout is doing something for
the advancement of
Christ's
kingdom.
Am also glad to state that brother David
Graybill, of Sedgwick, Kans.. is booked to
hold a revival meeting in the Brethren's
Mission in Blackwell, Okla., in the beginning of February, and others will join.
W e are glad to entertain any one coming
through this way: and especially able ministers of the gospel should go out and tell
the story of the Cross. T h e non-resistant
doctrine of Christ is very little spoken of,
and if we believe in such a doctrine let u s
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teach it and preach it until the end of
time; and, according to prophecies it may
not be far distant. Pray that we may be
kept in divine order.
Your brother in the battle for souls,
Blackwell, Okla.
W . P. KERN.
Experience.
Dear brethren and sisters in Christ:
Feeling led by the Holy Spirit, I will try
and give a bit of my experience. I praise
the Lord that he ever made me willing to
serve him, and I wish I had yielded to
him sooner. I praise him for what I feel
and realize in my soul. I know that Jesus
saves me and have no longer a desire to
follow the world.
Now I can't agree with the brother that
claims (if I understand him right) that
the "old man" is crucified at the time of
conversion. I know that Jesus forgave my
sins, but there was still something wrong.
I had a desire to follow the world. Then
I yielded myself wholly to him for time
and eternity, and trusting in his blood to
cleanse me he took away the desire for sin
and gave me the Holy Spirit as a witness
that the work was done. I have my faults
as well as any one, but I praise the Lord
he is helping me to overcome them. Pray
for me that I may be kept humble at his
feet and willing to follow at all times
wherever he shall lead.
Your sister in-Christ,
COEDA

SMITH.

T h e L o r d ' s D e a l i n g s W i t h BCe.
" T H E Y T H A T ARE I N T H E F L E S H

CANNOT

PLEASE GOD."

When we were living in sin, serving
Satan, how our hearts longed for the things
of the world. W e loved to go with the
world in all its alluring amusements, converse with worldings and follow the
fashions of the world; also craved for
worldly honors, all to please the flesh and
gratify the carnal mind. But when the
Holy Spirit took possession of our hearts
what a change took place! Our hearts no
longer reached out for things pertaining
to the world. T h e things we once coveted
so dearly we then hated with a burning,
hatred.
I have often felt impressed to write for
the VISITOR, but Satan always had some
excuse for me. However by God's grace I
will now endeavor to tell how the Lord
has led me.
From early childhood I always wanted
to be a Christian, but Satan always had
something bright and enticing for me to
lead me away from Christ. My comrades
were mostly all church members. Still
they lived the same life as I. I could go
with them almost every place except to the
Communion table. I was a great church
worker, also a great Sunday-school worker,
but I worked in the church and Sundayschool to please man. not God. I worshiped
God with my lips, but my heart was far
from him. Still being engaged in this good
work, brought no satisfaction to my soul,
for deep down in my soul I knew I had
not the promise of heaven, and hell would
be my awful doom.
The blessed Holy Spirit never ceased to
strive with me. It followed me everywhere, even when Satan would be making
everything bright and tempting to me. In

the midst of it all there seemed to be a
voice saying, " W h e r e will you spend eternity?" I would answer that gentle spirit,
"Give
For
When
I'll
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me just a little longer,
this world seems, oh, so bright!
I think that I am dying,
be saved, but not to-night."

Yes, Satan pictured the world so bright
to me. Still that voice would come. " T h e
world and its vanities are all right for a
while, but they will not last forever." And
while the Spirit strove with me this way,
I accepted a school at Gormley, Ont.,
where I attended the Dunkard church, and
there, f6r the first time, my heart was
melted. I had listened to sermons by college-trained men, who were said to be
"wonderful speakers," and used
fluent
language, Sunday after Sunday, year after
year, and their sermons never once melted
my heart. But those dear brethren, with the
long hair, every sermon they preached and
every prayer they offered up seemed to
sink down into the very depths of my
soul. They made my sins appear more
hideous than they ever appeared before:
and such terrible conviction rested on my
soul that when brother J. R. Zook came
to hold a series of meetings I dreaded to
meet him for fear of him asking me if I
were a Christian.
The second night I attended meetings
after brother Zook's arrival, I made up
my mind to live a Christian, and I had a
way all planned out for myself in which I
could take the world along with me. But
when I made the start the Lord showed
me I could not serve God and mammon,
and that I must "come out from the
world." Then I was shown so many, many
things I had to give up. O h ! I never
really knew my heart was so corrupt! I
didn't think when I started out there was
any obedience in being saved, but I have
found out it means all obedience and trust.
T h e night I made the start the sisters
greeted me and said, "Obey the Lord." I
didn't know t the time what that meant,
but now I can tell those dear sisters what
it means and how much it means.
I also had some idols on the shelf behind
the door which I was hiding on the sly.
This verse came before me,
"Some hypocrites may look like saints,
From men their idols hide;
But what about the Judgment Day
Beyond death's fearful tide?
Where God and men and angels all
Shall every idol trace,
That hidden spot behind the door,
Will be made a public place."
I thought I might as well make everything right now and give up everything
now, as have it come up before me at the
judgment. When I became willing to give
up everything the Lord filled me with his
Holy Spirit which has been a great comfort to me.
But, I have not always obeyed that
Spirit. I have many a time been disobedient to his teaching, but not willingly.
Oh ! dear brothers and sisters, when I let
the Lord have his way with me, it was entirely opposite to my way. I had a broad
way mapped out for myself, but the
Lord's way was a narrow one. However
I have learned to love this narrow way
and can say from my heart,

"There's no thirsting for earth's pleasures,
Or adorning rich and gay,
For I've found a richer treasure,
One that fadeth not away."
It is a little over a year since my heart
was changed and it has been a happy year
to me, although I have had many battles
to face; still they were for my good as it
brought me many a time on my knees in
prayer to God. Where if my short Christian life had been all sunshine I wouldn't
have felt the need of prayer so keenly,
thus I wouldn't have been drawn so near to
God.
It is my earnest desire this afternoon to
become more humble before God and take
the old brothers and sisters (who have been
years on this way) as my example. I
think we younger ones should take advice and exhortations from
the older
ones, as they have come through the battles and have had the experience, and
when they have stood firm through so
many trials and temptations. Surely God
has been with them.
I hope you will pray for me that I may
stand true to my convictions; also that the
Lord may heal my body. . May we all be
obedient to the Lord and say from our
hearts with the poet,
"I am praying to be humbled
By thy power of grace divine.
To be clothed upon with meekness,
And to have no will but thine.
Chorus.
"Thou who knowest all my weakness,
Thou who knowest all my care,
While I plead each precious promise
Hear, oh, hear, and answer prayer."
From an unworthy sister,
Nottawa,

Ont.

LENA

HAHN.

Renewals and New Subscriptions
Received.
November 25 to December 21.
Becca Dietrick, Geo. Loughman, J. W
Mvers, G. W. Kissel, H. W . Grosh, Mrs.
Sarah J. Woodward, B. S. Herr, Cath.
Breneman, Andrew Zercher, Annie Byer, D.
Haldeman, A. J. Heise, J. P. Kern, S. B.
Stoner, Mrs. J. Heise, Ellen Harmon, B.
McTaggart, C. Haldeman, Marv A. Kellar,
Mary Dull, D. M. Eyer, Alice Shank,
Abm. Musser, Barbara Smith, H . LKrieder. Emma Wenger, Jno. L- Wenger
B. B. Wenger, E. H. Hess, Sue Hess!
Noah Z. Hess, Ben. Z. Hess. J. T. H a r msh, Abm. M. Hess, Annie Minnie, D. W.
Brehm, Emma K. Good, J. M. Engle, David
Engle, Fred. Lebeck, Rachel Klink, Isaac
S. Detwiler. Mrs. J. B. Frederick, Mrs.
Lizzie K. Moyer, Mrs. Jno. G. Kratz, Mrs.
O. L. Olthouse. Mrs. Arthur Landis, Mrs.
Elizabeth Landis, Salome Leister,
Anna
Eisenhower. W m . Driver, H . G. Wingard,
Ida. Kauffman, S. M. Good, Margaret
Doner, Miss Delia Jones. Miss Delia
Winger, Philena Daumbaugh, Jere Engle,
Eli M. Eshelman, Mrs. Daniel Geiger,
Mrs. Jesse W. Myers, Isaac Shockey, J. P.
Keefer. Fannie E. Gish, Mrs. E l i ' a Winger,
Mrs. Barbara Shelley, M. J. Shirk, W m .
Stevenson, Catherine Kohl, J. W. Book,
Anthony Winger, Sue Breneman, Simon
Cober, Solomon Cober, Menno Cober,
Susanna Cober, Anna Cober, Jno. Wildfong, Solomon Gingrich, J. S. Gingrich,
Susanna Gingrich, Oliver Cassel. Geo.
Frey, J. J. Wiebe, Marv Rosenberger,
Mrs. Jno. Kindie, E. <B. Hoover, H . N.
Engle. E. Breneman. Sarah Barnhart. Mrs.
Frank Tones. J. L. Gish, Mrs. Moses Brechbill. Elias Good. Anna E. Hake. Norman
Landis, Tos. Wagner, Arthur Hake, Elias
Hake. Mrs. Haftie Balsbaugh. Jno: M.
Landis, C. E. Kruger, Ed. .Custer,- Mary
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Reinhart, Alice Aucker, Jno. Brechbill, A.
S. Lesher, Mrs. Barbara Kuhn, Jacob M.
Myers, Anna S. Myers, Ambrose Myers,
B. M. Myers, C. S. Lesher, Jacob Jury,
Rebecca Miller, Ida Young, M. M. Plum,
Jos.- Meckley, W m . Mickey, Cath. Cleverstone, Jesse Myers, Anna Beck, Sam.
Myers, Mrs. S. J. Heisey, Albert C.
Myers, Isaac Swalm, Moses Shupe, Sarah
C. Engle, Amos Wolgemuth, Isaac Givler,
G. O. Lehman, F. S. Brubaker, E. Shearer,
D. E. Wolgemuth, Isaac Krupp, Isaac Witmer, Mrs. Rachel Wanner, S. B. Shirk,
Albert Ott, Mrs. Elias Shrock, Sarah
Brenner. C. S. Brenner, Mrs. Levi Winger.
T h e R i g h t Side.
Would you know a wise and wondrous
watchword ?
Would you learn a great and priceless
art?
Would you find the sweet and sacred
secret
Of a bright and happy heart?
Chorus.
Look on the right side, keep on the bright
side,
Gather up the sunshine and the song;
For the right side is the bright side,
And the joy of the Lord makes strong.
While
We
While
We

we walk with him in holy Tightness,
must shine as children of the light;
we shout our happy hallelujahs
must also do the right.

God who reared the solid rocks and
mountains,
Clothed with bloom and green their
smiling face,
All his love would clothe our rigid Tightness
With his loveliness and grace.
—Selected.
B e a c h i n g t h e People.

A preacher had better work in the
dark, with nothing but mother wit, a
quickened conscience and a Saxon
Bible to teach him what to do and how
to do it, than to vault into an aerial
ministry into which only the upper
classes shall know or care anything
about him. You had better go and
talk the gospel in the Cornish dialect
to those miners who told the witnesses
summoned by the committee of the
English Parliament that they "Had
never heard of Mister Jesus Christ in
these mines," than to do the work of
the Bishop of London. Make your
ministry reach the people in the forms
of purest culture if you can, but
reach the people; with elaborate doctrine if possible, but reach the people;
with classic speech if it may be, but
reach the people. The great problem
of life to an educated ministry is to
make their culture a power instead of
a luxury. Our temptations are all one
way. Our mission is all the other
way.—Prof. Austine Phelps.
"But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry."
The best use we can make of our
life is to live so that we shall be a
benediction to every one we meet.

VISITOR.

B e t t y ' s B i t of H e l p .
(Concluded from Page I I . )

"Do not feel ashamed, my dear,"
said Jane Page. "You show your
willingness to do what Christ desires
by just taking hold of this little bit
of helpfulness."
To every one of us, younger, and
beginning to walk in the blessed way,
or older, and far on the road, the lesson comes in endless repetition to do
the next thing. That next thing may
carry you to a hospital to nurse the
sick; it may send you_to a zenana in
distant India; it may lead you into
city slums; it may guide you into a
room in your own house, where_ one
of Christ's little ones needs you. But
serve him with a loving heart and a
willing mind, and a blessing will be
yours as you sit at his feet.—By Margaret B. Songster.
Cracked.
'Twas a set of resolutions,
As fine as could be,
And signed, in painstaking fashion
By Nettie and Joe and Bee;
And last in the list was written
In letters broad and dark
(To look as grand as the other),
"Miss Baby Grace X, her m a r k ! "
"We'll try always to help our mother;
We won't be selfish to each other;
We'll say kind words to every one;
W e won't tie pussy's feet for fun;
W e won't be cross and snarly, t o o ;
And all the good we can, we'll do.
It's just as easy to keep them,"
The children gayly cried.
But mamma, with a smile, made answer,
"Wait, darlings, till you are tried."
And, truly, the glad, bright New Year
Wasn't his birthday old
When three little sorrowful faces
A sorrowful story told.
"And how are your resolutions?"
We asked of Baby Grace,
Who stood with a smile of wonder
On her dear little dimpled face;
Quick came the merry answer,
She never an instant lacked.
I don't fink much of 'ems broken,
But I dess 'em's 'bout all cracked I"
—Selected.

Just think a moment—it is not at
all necessary for you to see any help
in sight, nor is it really necessary for
God to have any relief on hand. He
does not need anything to begin on.
In the beginning God created the
heavens and earth. What did he
make them out of? Nothing, absolutely nothing. When the earth was
made, what did he hang it on? Nothing. Pretty satisfactory earth to be
made out of nothing, eh! Remember,
not a scrap of anything was used in
making it. "He hangeth the earth on
nothing" (Job. xxvi. 7). It hangs
all right, doesn't it? Very well then,
a God who can make an earth, a sun,
a moon and stars out of nothing, and
keep them all hanging on nothing,
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can supply all your needs whether he
has anything to begin to work with
or not. Trust him and he will see
you through, though he has to make
your supplies out of nothing.—Sel.
Let us not be afraid of men, but let
us rather be afraid of God lest we be
disapproved.
MARRIAGES.
I C K E S — W E N G E R . — M r . H a r r y Ickes
and Miss Elsie Wenger, of near Culbertson, Pa., were married December 21, 1905,
at the home of the officiating minister,
Elder Martin H . Oberholser.
U L L E R Y — W I N G E R T . — O n Dec. 27,
1905, there occurred the marriage of Bro.
Orville Ullery and Effie Wingert, all of
Springfield, O. Elder J. N. Hoover, of
West Milton, O., officiated and the event
took place at the home of the bride's
parents, brother
and
sister
Abraham
Wingert.

OBITUARIES.
H E R S H E Y . — M r s . Charlotte
Hershey,
wife of the late Henry Hershey deceased,
formerly of Adams county, Pa., died at the
insane asylum at Osapottomie, Kans.,
Dec. 28, 1905, aged about 72 years. Those
who knew her best say while her mind was
yet strong she repented of her sinful life
and found peace with God. Her husband
preceded her about two years. After her
husband's death she was taken to the above
named asylum. Her remains were brought
to Abilene, Kans., and buried beside her
husband in the Zion cemetery in North
Dickinson county, Dec. 31. Their only son
preceded them to eternity some years ago.
One grandson, Nelson Hershey, was the
only near relative, besides some cousins, to
follow her to her grave. ,Funeral services
were conducted by Evangelist Noah Zook
and Elder M. G. Engle. Text, Rev. x x . 6.
WINGER.—Died on Dec. 24, 1905,
in Bertie, Welland county, Ont., aged 45
years, n months and 24 days. Sister Clara,
wife of brother Henry Winger and daughter of B. P. and Eva Snider, all of the
Black Creek congregation. Sister Clara
•was apparently in good health until the
22nd of September last when she was
taken with a paralytic stroke from which
she nearly recovered and was able to be
about. Hones were encouraging that she
would entirely recover, but weakness set
in and with all the care at home and
medical assistance available she gradually
sank until the above date. On Sabbath
afternoon, she passed auietly away. Sister
Clara was a model Christian, being a
worthy member of our church for twentyfive years, preceding her husband
one
year in the Christian race. She will be
greatly missed, both in church and home,
as her life was one of true vital piety,
and a power on the side of peace at home
and abroad. She leaves to mourn- their
loss, husband, father and mother, two
brothers, two sisters and her own children, four sons and one daughter, all
grown up and members of our church, except the youngest, five vears old, and at
home with the Lord. Paul and Verna
lately married, and now with Walter. Marshal and Clarence compose the family at
home. H e r remains were conveyed on
Wednesday afternoon to its final resting
place to await the resurrection
morn.
Obsequies improved at the . Brethren's
M. H . by Gervin B^arss, assisted by A.
Bearss. Subject, " T h e Christian's ' E x ample," from Num. xxiii. 10. latter clause,
to_ an unusual large assembly of sympathizing friends and mourners. Interment
in cemetery adjoining.

